




Me RAW interview 
Fric Bischoff uncut 


| HOME ОР 
I HE ATREME 














( 
4 
Ë 
E ЖЕ 
| REA я 
wi d $4.99 U.S. $6.99 CANADA 
p & PRINTED IN USA 
/ = 38> 
Led 
„2 
48 
= Š 
у 7556751", 
| д, i] - Ss ` 












° 





REASE 


SS 








WENERGY 
CDE —BODYFAT 
IMPROVE CONCE a 



































Q oN : 

> E š 

IMPROVE PERFO ; 
| š 


* Increase energy 


„a^ * Decrease bodyfat 
- Kurt Un Z Zi + improve concen 
* Improve performant 
Olympic Gold Medalist 1 = 
(02002 Won Wresting Entertainment inc Pro Wrestling Superstar ur oy 
All Rights Reserved: P Member 





ee Call 1.888.783.8844 
www.maxperformance.com 
KS Int’! 973.785.9055 


In Canada 1 .888.805.5552 Maximum HUMAN PERFORMANCE 





| WA 10 
16 


22 
30 


36 
42 


48 
98 


Departments 


2 Something You Didn’t Know About: Rico 
4 Letters to the Editor: The Readers Speak 
6 Ross from Ringside: The Man in Black Is Back 
8 Inthe RAW: The Buzz Behind the Scenes 
14 RAW Sex: Terri's Advice to the Lovelorn 
64 The Finisher: Scotty 2 Hotty Counts His Blessings 





OCTOBER 2002 


Woro WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT " 


VOL. 7, NO. 10 


Features 


Fantasy Warfare 

A scientific masterpiece between a man 
and his idol: Chris Benoit vs. Dynamite Kid. 
Garden Party 

The Hulkamaniacs were out in force for 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan’s emotional return to 
the mecca of sports-entertainment—MSG. 
WWE’s MVP 

A champ in college and the Olympics, апа now 
peerless in WWE—the incredible Kurt Angle. 
Back from the Bottom 

Lita’s recovery from a broken neck has been 

a true struggle of both body and mind. 

The Glory (?) of Gold 

Partying like a champ isn’t all it’s cracked up 
to be. Just ask these titleholders. 

If You Can’t Beat ’Em... 


The man who once tried to destroy WWE is 
now on the team. Eric Bischoff tells all. 


Mind Gone Wild 

Open your horizons to Jeff Hardy’s creative, 
eclectic and flat-out bizarre home. 

Bull’s Run 


Johnny “the Bull” Stamboli’s life was saved by 
the stabbing that nearly ended it. 


Confidentially Speaking 


Welcome back a true WWE legend— 
Confidential host Mean Gene Okerlund. 





Who do you want for the match of your life? 
Kurt Angle...you know it’s true! 
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SOMETHING YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT... 








Rico 

In the mid-1980s, Rico worked as a police officer in Las Vegas. On a rainy night in 1986, he was off- 
duty and returning home from doing laundry. As he drove down Rancho Road in the heart of Vegas, he saw 
a motorcyclist speeding towards him, struggling to gain control of his bike on the rain-soaked street. Rico 
watched in his rear-view mirror as the man passed him, and was shocked to see the bike spin out of control, 
sending the cyclist head-first into a parked car. 

A former EMT, Rico immediately turned around and headed for the accident scene. After calling 911, he 
began tending to the man until the paramedics arrived. 

“| was holding the kid, and he was spitting teeth—it was not a good scene,” Rico recalls. “I held him, 
and the ambulance came—the county paramedic and the local ambulance. They got there and | backed off 
to let the pros take over, as | know from having driven an ambulance before. | just sat back and supervised. 
If they needed anything, | would hand it to them. 

“Then, all of a sudden, | saw they weren't doing anything. His breathing was getting shallower and shallower, 
and they stopped and said, ‘He's dead.’ | started to get irate. | lost my cool. | told them all to ‘Blank this’ and 
‘Blank that,’ that he’s not dead. | grabbed him and held him in my arms. | was wiping the blood and teeth 
off, doing some mouth-to-mouth, just listening. 

“The craziest thing is, his breathing got shallower and shallower, and his breaths grew further apart, and 
| don't know what it was, but something told me to tell him to breathe. So | leaned down in his ear, and | 
yelled, ‘Breathe, motherf*****!’ And all of a sudden, he took a deep breath and he started breathing! 

“| said, ‘Oh my God,’ and | told the paramedics, ‘Get down here! Get down here!’ Then they started to 
work on him a bit, and | screamed, ‘Load and go!’ Forget fooling around here—put him in the rig and go! 
We were two blocks from the hospital. At that point | was just pissed off, and | started throwing my weight 
around as a cop, flashing my badge a bit. 

"| got in my car, followed them [to the hospital], and walked into the emergency room with them. | wasn't 
letting them take over now. In the emergency room, | started calling for everyone to come in, and once the 
doctors got there, | backed off and let them do what they had to do. 

"By that time, | had an hour and a half to get ready for work. So | went home, changed clothes, washed 
the blood off me, went to work, finished my shift, and came back to the hospital. By that time, all the family 
was there. | introduced myself, and they said thank you. 

"He was in intensive care for a while, in a coma, and | went back every day until he came out of it about 
a Week or so later. | just kept going back until he woke up. He was a fighter. | remember they had to wrap 
his hands in gauze because he was so feisty, but that was a good thing, because it meant he would come 
out of it strong. And he did. 

"After that, | didn't see him again for a while, until | got an e-mail from his wife this year. Apparently 
they're big WWE fans. It's kinda neat when you do something, and then it comes back. He's married now 
and has a little girl, and he's done something productive with his life. So God really had a direction for him, 
and he was meant to do something on this earth. I'm just glad | was there to help him the best | knew how. 
| don't give up on myself, and | don't want to give up on anybody else." 


— Seth Mates 
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Letters to the editor 





Dear Editor, 

Thank you for writing such 
a great article about Stone 
Cold Steve Austin walking 
out on WWE (“The Cold 
Facts...” August RAW), 
and for giving fans some 
insight on this sad situa- 
tion. I know I am going to 
miss him and Debra, but 
ТА І also know that WWE 
has some of the greatest 
entertainers I’ve ever seen, 
and this is a great oppor- 
tunity for them to get out there and shine. Hopefully, things 
will work out for Stone Cold, and maybe we'll even see him 
back in the ring someday. 


Behind the Senes of, 
ШАШ 





С. Muskey 
Via E-mail 


Dear Editor, 
I have been Stone Cold Steve Austin’s No. 1 fan from the 
time he joined WWE until now. Гуе collected all his action 
figures, posters, shirts and other memorabilia, but when he 
left WWE and his fans behind without even saying goodbye, 
I took a box and packed it all away. It really hurts when your 
hero—a guy that you look up to—disappears and acts like 
he doesn’t give a damn about his fans. I know Steve is having 


= 
problems, and I feel for him, but I hope he understands what 


his fans are going through and eventually makes his way back фав 


once more. 
Joe 
Baltimore, MD 


Dear Editor, 
I am really disappointed that Stone Cold Steve Austin is not 
a part of WWE any more, but I do respect his wishes. I don't 
think he walked out on the fans at all. This is his job; if he 
wants to quit, then be my guest. He shouldn't feel pressure 
from me or any other fan, since this decision concerns him and 
his boss, and no one else. 
Ajdin M. 
Rochester, NY 
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Their Pain, Our Gain 


Dear Editor, 
I really enjoyed reading the August issue of RAW, especially 
the article titled, “The Working Wounded.” I would just like 
to thank each and every Superstar ever on the WWE roster. 
I've never realized just how much those men and women go 
through just to keep us happy. From torn muscles to broken 
necks, the Superstars of WWE never quit; they always come 
back. The men and women in WWE are a truly extraordinary 
bunch. They put their fans ahead of themselves. I really have 
a higher respect for the Superstars and must say thanks for 
keeping me on the edge of my seat for all these years. 
Shaun 
Drexel Hill, PA 


The Edge of Greatness 


Dear Editor, 
The best part of the August 
issue was the interview with 
Edge. He truly is rising to 
the top and deserves to 
be the WWE Undisputed 
Champion. He is an awe- 
some wrestler, as well as 
being funny and gorgeous. 
I hope to see more of him in 
this magazine—and maybe 
on the cover, too. 
Kristen 
Via E-mail 


A Happy Humanoid 


Dear Editor, 
I absolutely loved the article with Bobby “The Brain" Heenan 
in the August RAW. He's the best manager and color com- 
mentator of all time! He always made me and my brother 
laugh. I hope he overcomes his throat cancer, and that he 
will eventually return to WWE. If he comes back, I think 
he should replace Rico and become Billy & Chuck's new 
manager! 
Adrian Neely 
San Diego, California 
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From Ringside 


Greetings from under the 
200X Black Resistol Hat from 
a proud Oklahoma Sooners 
fan who is lucky enough to 
have one of the best seats 

in the house. 





Random thoughts: 


+ Shawn Michaels is certainly a 
changed man, and his positive atti- 
tude has been a pleasant develop- 
ment for one of the company’s all- 
time great in-ring performers. Many 
of our younger talents grew up 
admiring Michaels, and of late, he 
has helped many of them improve 
their game. 

In his prime, Michaels was one of 
the best in-ring talents on a nightly 
basis that I ever saw in my near 30- 
year career. I first saw him compete 
as a preliminary wrestler during the 
Mid-South TV tapings held every 
other Wednesday night in the early- 
to mid-"80s in the Irish McNeil Boys 
Club in Shreveport, Louisiana. And 
it was easy to see then that he had 
the chance to be special. I think 
Ricky Morton of the Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express was an early influence on 
him, along with his mentor Jose 
Lothario. 


The Tough Enough franchise has 


been a very good thing for WWE. 
Executive producer Kevin Dunn 
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and John “Big” Gaburick—both 
Baltimore natives—have, along with 
the folks at MTV, done a magnifi- 
cent job with this franchise. It con- 
tinues to develop enthusiastic young 
talent who hope to make it some 
day to full-time duty on the WWE 
roster. 


Brock Lesnar learned many lessons 
growing up on a dairy farm in South 
Dakota that will serve him well in his 
new WWE career. Primarily, Brock 
understands what commitment and 
responsibility are all about. From 
where I sit, Brock’s parents did a 
great job teaching their athletically 
gifted son the value of character. 
Here’s hoping Brock’s success does 
not adversely change him, and I, 
for one, don’t think it will. Brock’s 
future, not unlike any other talent, 
will be more affected by what he 
sees in the mirror than anything else 
I can think of. 





By Jim Ross 


+ Great to see Kane back in action 


after his bicep surgery. He seems 
poised and ready to take his career 
to another level and has already 
established himself as one of the 
best big men ever in this company. 
The seven-foot, 300-pounder is an 
awesome athlete. 

I first saw, and then signed him 
to our company, about a decade ago 
while he was competing in Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling based in Knox- 
ville, Tennessee. It was easy to see 
then that Kane was special and his 
size and athleticism were only sur- 
passed by his professionalism and 
character. Keep an eye on this big 
monster! 


I love how Eddie Guerrero and 
Chris Benoit continue to work like 
madmen to improve their already- 
awesome in-ring skills. WWE is 
lucky to have both men on our 
roster. 














+ Kevin Nash is continuing to rehab 
his torn quadriceps muscle and has 
his sights set on returning to WWE 
in 2003. At 43 and after under- 
going 22 surgeries during his life, 
returning won’t be easy, but it’s not 
impossible. 


Check out WWE Confidential, 
which is one of the most uniquely 
entertaining TV shows we have 
ever produced. This is “must-see 
TV” around the Ross household. 


I believe the “un-Americans” have 
plenty of legs to contribute on a 
significant level to WWE if they 
continue to perfect their skills. 
These men have talent and passion 
for the product which are two of 
the necessary traits for success in 
our business. 


Our developmental territory in 
Louisville, Kentucky, Ohio Valley 
Wrestling (OVW), is becoming 
an even more valuable asset to 
WWE. OVW has moved into a 
spacious new facility, and their 
weekly TV shows, produced by Jim 
Cornette and Danny Davis, are 
great viewing. The Superstars of 
tomorrow will largely graduate to 
WWE because of their OVW 
experience. We love what we see 
coming out of that organization, 
which reminds me of the old Mid- 


Check out the Ross Report every Friday on WWE.com. 


South Territory of the early '80s. 
Cornette became the best manager 
in the business while in Mid-South, 
which is also where I got my start, 
announcing for promoter Cowboy 
Bill Watts. 


Besides the legendary Danny 
Hodge, Kurt Angle is the best 
amateur wrestler I have ever seen 
come into the pros. Angle has the 
opportunity to be one of WWE's 
all-time greatest performers before 
he retires to a more ordinary life in 
his hometown of Pittsburgh. Angle 
is the type of person every young 
WWE prospect should aspire to 
become. Unfortunately, athletes 
like Kurt Angle only come along, 
seemingly, once in a lifetime. 


Ilove our cruiserweights, and hope- 
fully now everyone who was not 
familiar with their work can see 
what I have been talking about for 
years. Heart and athletic ability 
should not and cannot be measured 
by the size of biceps or by height. 
The development of this area will 
really open the door to numerous 
young talents who have not been 
blessed with extraordinary size. 


How amazing is Rey Mysterio? 
Size doesn't matter when it comes 
to this talented San Diego Super- 
star. 























* Talk about creative writing! How 


Jerry “the King" Lawler was able 
to tell his life story in his new book 
amazes me. “The King’s” life has 
been one helluva journey and he, 
obviously, has had as much fun out- 
side the ring as in it. “The King’s” 
book will be out soon. Check it out. 


RAW Magazine senior staff writer 
Keith Elliot Greenberg has teamed 
with Classy Freddie Blassie to 
pen Freddy’s amazing life story. 
Blassie’s career started in the 1930s 
and grew to international stardom 
as one of the business’ most hated 
villains. This, too, is a must-read. 
Longtime fans will especially enjoy 
reading this book. 


Speaking of books, I am hard at 
work writing stories and anecdotes 
from my tenure in the business for 
our next cookbook due out in May 
2003 from Simon & Schuster. I 
have been blessed to have had a 
wonderful career dotted with tons 
of unique experiences. 


Thanks for spending time here 


again this month. Take care and count 
your blessings. 


(Boomer Sooner!) 
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Stars and Stripes Forever 


PARTYING 
ARMY-STYLE 


WWE joined in the festivities to help the U.S. Army celebrate 
| its 227th birthday recently at the annual Army Ball, held at 
| the Hilton Washington & Towers Hotel in Washington, DC. 
| WWE Chairman Vince McMahon, CEO Linda McMahon, 

Stephanie McMahon and Triple H joined high-ranking 

Army officers and personnel at the patriotic gathering, and 

Triple H helped Secretary of the Army Thomas E. White 

(second from right) and Army Chief of Staff Gen. Eric K. 

Shinseki (right) cut the cake with an imposing piece of 

weaponry. (Right), Vince and Linda McMahon lock arms 

with Lt. Gen. Kevin Byrnes and his wife. 
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STAND DOWN! Triple H goes 


nose-to-nose with Sergeant Major 
of the Army Jack L. Tilley. 








AT EASE! 
(From left) Vince 
McMahon poses 
for photos with 
Army personnel 
and their dates; 
Stephanie 
: McMahon meets 
d А an officer; Triple Н 
Ns s: listens intently 
during part of 
the ceremony. 


* 
** 
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FANTASY 


The Dynamite Kid vs. Of 


A true contest of teache 
Many consider these two 
generations, Chris Benoit, a product of Ca 
Dynamite Kid—a former Stampede headline 
Longtime wrestling fans can see just how m 
Add to that their similar size and build, and 
are nearly equals. 

Benoit's star was beginning 
so fans never 


vs, student, this 
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the greatest w 














0 rise in 




















агу 5 Stampede Wrestling, was 


got to see the Crippler matchup with his idol and 





pe talked a 
for-pounc 


match would 
estlers pound 


pout for generations. 
of their respective 
nspired by 
be overestimated. 
le after Dynamite, 
two individuals who 


—to a degree that canno 
ich Benoit patterned his s 
you have a matchup o 





je business just as Dynamite's was fe 


instructor. And, unfortunately, 

















the present-day physical condition o 
ensures that this bout will never take place 
But that's what "Fantasy Warfare” is 0 
lets take a closer look at what would surely 
be one for the ages. 





















































endary, as exemplified by the lightning- 
quick snap suplexes that became his 
trademark. His approach was so unique 
at the time that it inspired an entire 
generation—Benoit among them—who 
would make that wrestling style almost 
the norm in the industry. 


Weaknesses 
The Kid’s reckless style resulted in 
shortening his career and eventual per- 


anything, he could be accused of putting 
too much effort into developing his high- 
risk technique. His lack of size was 
something that rarely made a difference, 
but from time to time, it would cause 
him to lose an advantage during a match. 


Key Wins 

Many fans may not realize that prior 
to his high-profile run with the late Davey 
Boy Smith in the British Bulldogs tag 
team, the Dynamite Kid was one of the 





THE DYNAMITE KID 


Strengths 

The Dynamite Kid helped popularize 
a style of wrestling that was, at the 
time, unique in the Western hemisphere. 
Combining daredevil tactics with solid 
technical grappling and as much power as 
his relatively small frame could physi- 
cally allow, Kid was the total package as 
an in-ring performer. His speed was leg- 
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leading contenders in WWE's Junior 
Heavyweight Division of the early '808. 

On February 7, 1984, he beat the 
masked Cobra in Tokyo, Japan, to cap- 
ture the Junior Heavyweight Champion- 
ship, which he held for nine months. A 
year later, he defeated veteran Nikolai 
Volkoff in a matter of seconds in a sin- 
gle-elimination tournament at WWE’s 
first pay-per-view event, The Wrestling 
Classic. 





manent confinement to a wheelchair. If 


Key Losses 

As a singles competitor, the Dynamite 
Kid’s most famous loss was surely the 
one he suffered at the hands of the leg- 
endary Tiger Mask at Madison Square 
Garden on August 30, 1982. That match 
is considered by many to be WWE fans’ 
introduction to the modern, high-flying 
cruiserweight style. In tag-team compe- 
tition, Dynamite Kid & Davey Boy Smith 
sustained a loss to the Hart Foundation 
at the end of 1986 that sent them plum- 
meting down the tag team ranks for the 
next two years. 


Finishing Move 

The Dynamite Kid’s finisher, the 
flying headbutt, has since become one 
of Chris Benoit’s trademark moves, like 
several other key Dynamite maneuvers. 
Much like his emulator, the Kid was truly 
breathtaking to watch as he descended 
from the top turnbuckle, arms straight 
out, to deliver a crushing blow and end 
the match. 


Strategy 

As the saying goes, the Dynamite Kid 
may have taught Chris Benoit every- 
thing he knows, but he didn’t teach him 
everything he knows. Dynamite would 
have to dig deep into his arsenal to tip 
the scales in his favor against such an 
evenly matched opponent. He’d have to 
take his tried-and-true style to a whole 
new level to hold his own against his 
21% century counterpart. Не’ be giving 
up a very small size advantage, but at the 














ve " 


ксле i PAN фен 1. 





same time would balance it out with a 
very slight speed advantage. In a match 
where the slightest move could make the 
difference, he’d have to focus on those 
aspects of his technique that Benoit may 
not have mastered. 





CHRIS BENOIT 


Strengths 

Simply put, Benoit is the most gifted 
scientific wrestler in WWE today. His 
mastery of ring psychology is unparal- 
leled, as is his knowledge of holds and 





counterholds. His tenacity and passion 
for competition is well-known through- 
out the sport, and has created a reputation 
that precedes him. Between the ropes, 
it just doesn’t get any better than Chris 
Benoit. 


Weaknesses 

Benoit has been accused in the past 
of not exactly being Mr. Personality, 
but witty repartee wouldn’t get him any- 
where in the ring with the Dynamite Kid, 
so that isn’t really much of a weakness. 
Bad luck is something which seems to 
have dogged the Crippler through much 





of his career. Several times, he has come 
within a breath of winning a major title, 
only to watch it all fall apart at the last 
moment. He’s also suffered injuries 
during times he was in the World title 
hunt—like last year. 


Key Wins 

The Rabid Wolverine has won cham- 
pionships in WWE, WCW and even 
ECW. He captured the Intercontinental 
title three times in 2000, including a win 
at WrestleMania XVI. Last year, he and 
Chris Jericho took the Tag Team Cham- 
pionship away from Stone Cold Steve 
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The I 





Austin & Triple H. In 2000, he won the 
WCW World Title against Sid Vicious 
before being stripped of the title one day 
later. He also held the Tag Team title in 
WCW with Dean Malenko in 1999, and 
won the World Television title three 


times in ’98 and `99. In the land of 


extreme, he and Malenko were ECW 
tag champs during 1995. 


Key Losses 
Aside 
Benoit has endured several damaging 


rom the obvious title losses, 


losses over the course of his career. His 
World title bids have been frustrated 
continually, beginning with his failed 
attempt to defeat Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
for the vacant WCW title in a tourna- 
ment final at Mayhem '99. In WWE, he 
unsuccessfully challenged The Rock at 
Fully Loaded 2000 and Steve Austin at 
the 2001 King of the Ring. 





Finishing Move 
Few submission holds in the history 











The Dynamite Kid 
(c. 1984) 


Strength: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
Strategy: 
Brawling Ability: 
Technical Skill: 
Stamina: 
Endurance: 
Intangibles: 


Total: 


Chris Benoit 


Strength: 
Agility: 

Speed: 
Experience: 
Strategy: 
Brawling Ability: 
Technical Skill: 
Stamina: 
Endurance: 
Intangibles: 


Total: 
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of WWE have invoked as much fear as 
the Crippler Crossface, Benoit’s weapon 
of choice. A combination crossface/arm 
scissors, the maneuver renders an oppo- 
nent utterly helpless, with no choice but 
to tap out in order to escape the excru- 
ciating pain of straining bones, tendons, 
ligaments and cartilage. 


Strategy 

One is tempted to suggest that because 
of Benoit’s keen ring insights, he hardly 
needs to worry about strategy. But his- 
tory has shown that the Crippler tends to 
get cocky as he senses victory, causing 
him to falter at a vital moment. Therefore, 
he’d need a secure game plan against 
the British spitfire—work on a specific 
body part, reduce mobility. Taking out 





to go, as it would prevent him from 
executing many of his favorite moves. 


Final Analysis 

If there was ever a battle that was too 
close to call, this is it. The men are virtu- 
ally mirrors of each other, down to the 
physique, moves and attitude. Chris 
Benoit came up in the business idolizing 
the Dynamite Kid, but he would be wise 
not to let respect get in the way of his 
aggression, or he'll find himself knocked 
straight on his ass. The only negligible 
element that might add the slightest 
favor to Benoit’s case is his track record 
as a singles main-eventer in the United 
States, something Dynamite Kid never 
was. However, that’s still not enough 





to pick a winner in this showdown of 


the Kid’s legs would be a prudent way | consummate tacticians. Ш 
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It's time for RAW Magazine's column 
on love, sex and everything in 
between, hosted by a Diva who has 
inspired more than her share of those 
emotions, Terri Runnels. Please submit 
your own questions from the world 

of Eros to Terri by e-mailing them to: 
askterri@wwe.com. 


O: Whenever I ask a girl out, they 
always say no because they look at 
what's on the outside and not what’s on 
the inside. I’m a little bit overweight 
and have a really nice personality, but 
that’s not what most girls see. They 
look at my body and say “no.” If they 
really got to know me, they would find 
out that there’s a lot more to me. Also, 
it’s always big girls that like me and not 
the hot ones like you. Why is this so, 
and is there any chance of me hooking 
up with a hot woman like you? — D.K., 
Pottstown, PA 

A: The first thing that comes to me when 
I read your e-mail is that you don’t 
believe in the guy who exists on the out- 
side or on the inside. Confidence has a 
way of compensating for aesthetically 
challenged human beings. I can’t tell you 
the number of times I have met someone 
who didn’t initially seem “gorgeous,” 
however they became gorgeous because 
they believed in themselves and had an 
intangible confidence that was infec- 
tious. I think your first step is with you, 
and then you can worry about encoun- 
tering the opposite sex. Believe in you, 
baby! 


Q: My stepbrother’s girlfriend is always 
complaining about how he never walks 
her home or does anything with her. So, 
I started doing it all, and they ended up 
breaking up. She eventually asked me 
out. Now, my first instinct was to scream 
“yes,” but then I thought that this 
would hurt my stepbrother. Terri, this 
girl is everything I have ever wanted in 
a girl (she sort of looks like you!). I'm 
so confused about what to do. But 
there’s more: My best friend also likes 
her and would do anything to get her. I 


know he will hate me if I date her, but 
she is so damn cool and beautiful. What 
should I do? — Unsigned 

A: Two words for you my friend: Jerry 
Springer. If his show is still on the air, I 
suggest you call and get on his program. 
The least you will get out of the call is 
a free trip to Chicago and confirmation 
to your community as to which park you 
belong to (I'm not referring to Central 
Park here!). Go back and start over! 


Q: About two weeks ago, I met a guy 
online. The night he came over, we 
clicked instantly. We've spent every day 
together for the past week. I feel like he 
is the one, how do I tell? — C., Michigan 
A: It is clear to me that you are either 
very young or emotionally immature. It's 
okay, we've all been there (some more 
recently than others). Hopefully with 
each passing day, we learn from our mis- 
takes. Take it from someone who was in 
your shoes...we clicked, we meshed in 
every way and I made a big decision 
about this guy after knowing him for 
only a few months. (Isn't this a case of 
the pot calling the kettle black?) Let's put 
it this way...I was duped, I was played 
like a Stradivarius. It just goes to show 
you that you don't really know someone 
until some time has passed and you have 
been through some of life's highs and 
lows together to see what people are 








By Terri Runnels 














really made of. I beg you, don't make any 
big decisions until your “online honey" 
has stood the test of time! Good luck. 


О: Гт a man in my early 30s, and I 
haven't dated anyone older than 22 in 
about three years. Pm not doing any- 
thing illegal, but I’ve restricted my dat- 
ing to women aged 19-21, and it suits 
me fine. Anyway, I am currently seeing 
two girls. One of them (let's call her 
*Girl A") knows I am sleeping with the 
other and is fine with it, but what the 
other one (“Girl B") doesn’t know won't 
hurt her. “Girl A” has expressed an 
interest in getting “Girl B” into bed for 
a little threesome action—I can hardly 
believe my good luck! But “Girl B” is 
more innocent and naive, and I don’t 
know if she’d be into it, although I’ve 
been dropping some major hints. What 
do you think is the best and most deli- 
cate way I can broach the subject with 
“Girl B?" — “Dr. Mike,” Anchorage, AK 
A: I would much prefer to call you “Mr. 
Trio in Rio” as opposed to “Dr. Mike.” If 
you have never had one, it’s worth it for 
the memories alone. If you have, then 
for God’s sake grow up and date women 
who have knowledge of life and whose 
sexual peak is on the horizon. On second 
thought, one hot woman who has reached 
her peak could be the death of you 
before a menage a trois of youngsters! 
You are fortunate you haven't been 
found out as a “goober-smooch” yet. 
Count your lucky stars, and if it happens 
for you with these wet-behind-the-ears 
but wet-nowhere-else chicks, then good 
for you. If you gain the smarts to get it 
right with one hot woman, then I think 
I like you, Dr. Mike! 


As always, love and kisses to my 
wonderful fans, 
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The fans leaned over the railing overlooking 
the aisle between the ring and the Madison 
Square Garden dressing room. The titans 
who'd appeared earlier in the card 
positioned themselves just outside the curtain, 


like in the old days when there were no television monitors backstage, 
riveting their attention on the ring as the main event began. 

“...and the challenger,” proclaimed Jim “J.R.” Ross, commissioned as 
a special ring announcer for this historic event, “at 280 pounds, returning ` 
to Madison Square Garden...Hulk Hogan!” 

The crowd erupted. After his long sabbatical away from WWE, the 
Hulkster had returned to the mecca of sports-entertainment in midtown 
Manhattan. He’d made his first appearance in the building in 1979, as a 
cocky youngster, toppling Ted DiBiase—in the days before his “Million- 
Dollar Man” moniker—before rocketing to immortality. In 1992, Hogan 
wrestled in the Garden for what many believed was the last time, teaming 
with old foe “Rowdy” Roddy Piper in a victory over Ric Flair and Sid 
Justice. 

On June 29, 2002, Keith Mattos, 37, owner of the Uncorked saloon in 
Mohegan Lake, New York, was seated at ringside with his kids, Bret, 4, and 
twins, Tommy and Keith, Jr., 10. “We came here to catch a ripped shirt,” 


Article Keith Elliot Greenberg 
Contributing Photographer Craig Melvin 
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The Icon at the Mecca: 


A History 


Hulk Hogan's Madison Square Garden 
appearances. All finishes are by 
pinfall, unless otherwise indicated 
(World title defenses are in red): 


12/17/79: def. Ted DiBiase 

1/21/80: def. Dominic DeNucci 

2/18/80: def. Tito Santana by count-out 
3/24/80: def. Tito Santana 

4/21/80: def. Rene Goulet 

6/16/80: def. Gorilla Monsoon 

9/22/80: lost to Andre the Giant 

12/29/80: def. Dominic DeNucci 

2/16/81: def. Rick McGraw in a minute and a half 
3/16/81: lost to “Mr. U.S.A." Tony Atlas 
1/23/84: def. Iron Sheik to win his first World 
Championship in his first MSG main event 




















3/31/85: with Mr. T def. “Rowdy” Roddy Piper & 
Paul Orndorff at WrestleMania 
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Mattos stated, looking down at his 
children. “This may be the only time they 
get the 5 

Technical support specialist Jody 
Wilson, 25, drove up from Smyrna, 
Delaware. “I still remember Hogan’s 
[January 23, 1984] match e with the 
Iron Sheik,” he recount > Sheik 
had him in the Camel Clutch, and it 
looked like it was all over, but the 
Hulkster fought his way out of it and 
won the championship. I’ve been watch- 
ing him ever sin 

The Superstar’s wife, Linda Bollea, 
remembers the night well. “I never 
dreamed that I’d be sitting here with my 
kids 18 years later,” she noted, referring 
to her 14-year-old daughter, Brooke, and 
12-year-old son, Nick. “Other people 
tell their children stories about the old 
days. Brooke and Nick are seeing 
Hulkamania run wild with their own 
eyes.” 

Surveying the legendary arena, 
Brooke—who took her first steps in 
an Atlantic City, New Jersey, hotel 


room the weekend of V tleMania V— 


elaborated, “It’s just crazy to see people 
wearing Hulk Hogan T-shirts and head- 
bands. To me, he’s my Dad. To them, 
he’s a superman.” 


lay | 


ING. 


Hogan and his family had spent part 
of the afternoon at The World, WWE's 
Times Square entertainment complex. “I 
ran into 2,000 crazy fans who got my 
head wh it's supposed to be,” he 
explained before his match. “There's no 
other way to go out there but full-tilt.” 

Bac , the Hulkster was swarmed 
by fellow Superstars, as well as ushers, 
EMTs and assorted Madison Square 
Garden personnel. But he came to a 
complete stop when he noticed Lita 
sidelined with a broken neck—standing 





alone in her surgical collar. Shutting out 
everything else—including the momen- 
tousness of the evening—Hogan deliv- 
ered some encouraging words about 
rebounding from adversity. 

“That’s the kind of guy he is,” 
remarked “Professor” Elliot Maron, 51, 
a special security officer at Madison 
Square Garden for the past 15 years, and 
a ring attendant, timekeeper and film 
courier for WWE for the previous 20. 
“I remember delivering his gold cape to 
him when he started with the company 
as the protégé of Classy Freddy Blassie. 
Now, he's a little older, a little wiser, and 
better than ever." 

Moran's sentiments were shared by 
others who managed to cross paths with 








the Hulkster, including Tommy Dreamer 
Bubba Ray Dudley, and Paul Heyman— 
all of whom grew up in the New York 
metropolitan area, and came to define 
themselves as Hulkamaniacs. 

Dreamer had been at MSG to witness 
The War to Settle The Score—Hogan's 
1985 bout with Piper, televised on MTV 
and characterized by interference from 
pop diva Cyndi Lauper and TV star Mr. T. 
He'd also attended the inaugural Wrestle- 
Mania a month later (Hogan and Mr. T 
defeated Piper and “Mr. Wonderful" Paul 
Orndorff), and a classic 1986 lumber- 


jack match against "Macho Man" Randy 


Savage. 

"It's an honor,” Dreamer said, “to go 
from being a Hulkamaniac in the crowd 
to being a Hulkamaniac wrestling on the 
same card.” 

"After the Bruno Sammartino era and 
the Bob Backlund era, he kept Madison 
Square Garden on the map." opined 
Bubba. “I was there then, and it's exciting 
to be here now.” 

“What marvelous timing!" Heyman 


joked. “Hogan’s return coincides with the 


debut of my protégé, Brock Lesnar, at 
Madison Square Garden. Tonight crowns 
the beginning of the era of “The Next Big 
Thing, and I think that Hogan wanted to 
save the cost of purchasing a few seats, 
so he decided to wrestle. I applaud his 
business acumen.” 

One night earlier, the Hulkster 
had injured his back in a clash with 
Undertaker in Washington, DC. But, as 
Hogan prepared to enter the ring to chal- 
lenge Big Evil for the WWE Undisputed 
Championship, the icon declared, 
"When you're in Madison Square 
Garden, nothing hurts." 

With his legions showering him with 
applause, Hogan stormed the ring, 
cupped his hand to his ear to induce 
more cheers, tore off his shirt and hurled 
it into the audience. The fans had seen 
the routine dozens, if not hundreds of 
times, but they were thrilled to behold 
it again. As Undertaker crossed through 
the curtain, the Hulkster drew an invis- 
ible line on the canvas and dared him to 
step over it. 

The two opponents knew each other 
well, having traded the WWE Champion- 
ship back and forth in 1991. Eleven years 


12/30/85: 


1/27/86: 


2/17/86: 


4/22/86: 


9/22/86: 


11/24/86: 


12/26/86: 
1/19/87: 


5/18/87: 
6/14/87: 


9/21/87: 


lost to “Macho Man” Randy Savage by 
count-out 
lost to "Macho Man" Randy. $ 
count-out 

acho Man” Randy Savage in a 

Ж match 

with Hillbilly Jim def. Big John Studd & 
King Kong Bundy by DQ 
with The Machines def. Big John Studd 
King Kong Bundy & Bobby “The Brain 
Heenan 
with “Rowdy” Roddy Piper def. Harley 
Race & Paul Orndorff 


age by 


def. Kamala’ by DQ 

def. Kamala. in a.no-disqualification 
match 

def. King Harley Race 

def. King Harley Race in a 

Texas Death Match 

def. One Man Gang by count-out 
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1/25/88: 


8/29/88: 


11/28/88: 
1/23/89: 
3/18/89: 


2/19/90: 


4/30/90: 
11/24/90: 


with Bam Bam Bigelow def. “The Million- 
Dollar Man” Ted DiBiase & Virgil (last 
MSG match of his historic four-year title 
reign) 

with World Champion Randy Savage 

def. Andre the Giant & Ted DiBiase at 
SummerSlam '88 

def. Big Boss Man by count-out 

lost to Big Boss Man by DQ 

def. Big Boss Man in a steel cage match 


with Brutus “The Barber” Beefcake def. 
Mr. Perfect & The Genius 

def. Earthquake by DQ 

lost to Earthquake by count-out 





12/28/90: 


8/26/91: 


11/30/91: 


12/29/91: 
2/23/92: 


3/23/92: 








with Tugboat def. Earthquake & Dino 
Bravo 


with Ultimate Warrior def. Sgt. Slaughter, 
Gen. Adnan & Col. Mustafa (formerly Iron 
Sheik), with Sid Justice as guest referee 
at SummerSlam '91 

def. “Nature Boy” Ric Flair by DQ 

(the only match Hogan wrestled between 
his third and fourth title reigns) 

def. “Nature Boy” Ric Flair by DQ 

first runner-up in a battle royal 

won by Sid Justice 

with “Rowdy" Roddy Piper 

def. Ric Flair & Sid Justice 


Record: 


Losses: 


Overall: 


20 


40 (19 wins by pinfall, 6 wins by DQ, 
5 wins by count-out, 10 wins in tag 
team matches) 

10 (2 losses by pinfall, 3 losses by 
disqualification, 5 losses by count-out) 
22 successful World Championship 
defenses 
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later, their battle was equally compelling. 
Undertaker positioned Hogan’s head 
over the edge of the apron and lowered 
a knee onto it. Hogan recovered and 
delivered a big foot to his adversary’s 


face. 


!” the fans chanted, 
stomping their feet in unison. 
Undertaker smashed the Hulkster 
across the face with the title and tried 
g him for the pin. Hogan kicked 
out and “Hulked up,” jumping to his 
and, with body trembling 


Vince McM leaped into the fray, 
reaking up a near-fall. When Hogan 
clocked the man who had been his 
biggest advocate and, later, a business 
rival, Undertaker wrapped up the match 
by smashing the legend with a chair and 
ing him after a chokeslam. 

Still, the show was far from over. 


shaking off 


After the bell, the people got what they 
came to see, as Hogan clotheslined his 
foe out of the ring and held up the title 
belt. Slipping down his trunks, the 
Hulkster slapped his rear and 
over the shoulder, at his blear 

nist. Then, 

г, the golden symbol of the mat 
world absorbed the mantra: “Hogan! 
Hogan! Hogan!" 

Amazingly, the Hulkster claimed that 
this was not the I ight of his New 
York visit. Earlier in the day, he and his 
family had made a solemn pilgrimage 
to Ground Zero, where a construction 
foreman had brought them into the hole 
where the Twin Towers once stood. 

“Headlining Madison Square Garden 
is great,” Hogan said. “But that put 
everything in k for me about what's 
really important.” ш 
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Article by: Brian Solomon 


Why Kurt Angle is 
the MVP of WWE 


Best of the 
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It’s a question that has been debated by serious 
fans in every era of sports-entertainment: Who is the best all-around 
competitor in the game? Whether in arenas, in magazine letter columns 
or internet chatrooms, the question always seems to resurface. Over the 
years, the standard for what goes into making the complete performer 
has changed, but the question remains. 

Here at the offices of RAW Magazine, we’re not immune to this 
phenomenon. Our staffers have been known from time to time to 
become embroiled in arguments over who exactly is the best there is. 
However, in our case, those arguments more often than not end with 
one answer; the man who we consider to be the greatest all-around 


Superstar on the WWE roster today is Kurt Angle. 
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Put aside your gut reaction for a moment. Forget how much 
his TV persona might annoy and enrage you, and hear us out. 
Because the very fact that he’s so easily able to incur the 
wrath of millions is just one of the things that makes him what 
we say he is. 

Kurt Angle is the embodiment of what a 217 century pro- 
fessional wrestler should be. In fact, the term “professional 
wrestler” is considered outdated today, thanks in part to athletes 
like Angle who have taken the sport to a whole new level and 
redefined what it means to be a performer in this business. 
Nowadays, it's about a lot more than just wrestling, and Angle 
has been able to embrace and excel in all aspects of the 
business both inside and outside the ring. 

“Inever knew how good I would be,” says Angle, who was 
far from hesitant in speaking on the subject. “I’ve always 
been the kind of person that refused to settle for second best. 
Гуе always wanted to be the best at what I do. I watched 
everybody else, the best guys in the business. I mimicked a 
lot of the guys, then I took my own style. I didn’t come here 
to be an opening-carder or a mid-carder, no offense to those 
guys. I always wanted to be the top guy, and I think my 
determination and desire helped get me there.” 

Quite simply, Angle is the “total package.” He puts it all 
together like no one else in the sport today has—and only a 
handful in the history of the sport ever have. Between the 
ropes, he is the consummate mat tactician, able to adapt to the 
style of any opponent. On the microphone, he uses words just 
as effectively as any wrestling hold, and is a proven master of 
crowd psychology. His charisma and presence are undeniable. 
The very fact that he has been able to take an often goofy and 
less-than-serious persona and use it to propel himself into 
the top stratum of the WWE elite rather than allowing it to 
doom his career, demonstrates how well he knows exactly 
what it takes to be a successful Superstar today. 

Coming from the amateur ranks as he did, Angle surprised 
many by how well he was able to transform himself and adapt 
to the world of sports-entertainment. His athletic credentials 
were never in question, but it was the rest of the job that 
caused observers to doubt his chances when he turned pro 
several years ago. After all, amateur wrestling is worlds apart 
from WWE. 

For Angle himself, the explanation is a simple one: “Amateur 
wrestling taught me what hard work and dedication could do 
for me. But it’s so far removed from what we do today. In 
amateur wrestling, you’re taught techniques that people don’t 
see; those fans are impressed by what they don’t see, because 
we move so fast. You do that here, and [fans] are gonna s* 
on you. They’re not gonna like it, because they didn’t get to 
see it. Having that intense style is good at certain points in 
the match, but you have to learn to tone it down, to make 
sure the crowd digests everything you do. You have to tell a 
story. 

“Amateur wrestling taught me a lot of things that I brought 
here, but there are also a lot of things that I don’t do here. I 
had to forget everything I did in amateur wrestling, and say, 
‘Okay, I'm gonna start over right now and let these guys teach 





me the right way.’ Believe it or not, even though I never did 
anything like it before in my life, the persona and the mic 
skills came very easily. The in-ring stuff was the toughest to 
master. It’s not just a matter of how athletic you are, it’s how 
you put a match together, the psychology, when to do things, 
knowing what you’re doing all the time. That’s the toughest 
thing in the world.” 

In short, Angle was able to realize the one key element of 
making the transition: to be successful in WWE, you must be 
an entertainer. It’s not enough to win—you have to be able to 
get a rise out of the crowd while doing it, or your wins will 
soon be forgotten. 

Armed with this insight, Angle made his official debut at 
the 1999 Survivor Series. Unlike Superstars like Stone Cold 
Steve Austin, Triple H or even The Rock, he almost imme- 
diately established himself with fans as someone to watch 
very closely. He went on an impressive winning streak that 
lasted for two months before it was stopped at the Royal Rumble 
in Madison Square Garden by another debuting Superstar, 
Tazz. Looking back now, Tazz offers a unique view of the 
then-rookie Angle. 

“When I first came in and wrestled him in my first WWE 
match,” says Tazz, “I believe he was only on the active roster 
a few months, and I came into the company with about 12 
years experience. So I figured he was a little on the green side. 
But once I got in the ring with him, it was amazing. He was so 
patient. Usually, the sign of a guy who’s green is impatience 
in the ring. But Kurt? The complete opposite. I think that 
helped him get to the 
level he’s at. He had a 
main-event attitude. Гуе 
main-evented in ECW, 
and you build a certain 
confidence about yourself. Not cockiness—confidence. And 
Kurt had that from the beginning.” 

Angle’s rookie year is still remembered as an amazing 
testament to the man’s talent and will to succeed. In just a 
matter of months, the gold medallist found himself embroiled 








in a heated rivalry with Triple H over the affections of the 
former Stephanie McMahon-Helmsley. It was this rivalry that 
helped catapult Angle to main-event status by the end of the 
summer of 2000. In less than a year, Angle had become one 
of the sport’s major players. It was a short road to the top, 
but Triple H—who was already at that level at 
the time—felt Angle deserved it. 

“For him to pick this up as quickly as he has is 
unbelievable,” says Triple H. “He's become one 
of the best. Kurt has an intensity that’s difficult 
to get out of a lot of guys. He’s very explosive in 
the ring. He can turn on that intensity better than 
most, and that’s an important thing. [In 2000], 
when he was still learning the ropes, it was 
amazing. Someone could tell him something or 
show him something once, and that was it— 
he’d have it locked into his mind. I think Kurt’s 
ability to do that allowed him to quickly become 
a main-event player.” 

Over time, Angle developed an uncanny knack 
for having a great match with just about anyone 
he was put in the ring with. One of the hallmarks 
of a truly great ring artist, this quality has earned 
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Angle was able to realize one key element: To be 
successful in WWE, you must be an entertainer. 
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him the respect of his peers, who realize that if they see their 
name opposite Angle’s for a bout, they are likely to have a 
four-star match. His catalog of matches reads like a highlight 
reel of some of the greatest in-ring moments of the past three 
years. From Tazz or Triple H to Undertaker or Kane, Stone 
Cold or The Rock, Chris Benoit, Chris Jericho or even Shane 
McMahon, you can bet that if Angle’s in one corner, you’re 
probably about to see the best match of the night. 

In many cases, Superstars enjoyed a major boost in their 
career thanks to working with Angle. His April/May rivalry 
with Edge for instance, gave the young Canadian just the 
momentum he needed to take it to another level, and their 
matches at Backlash and Judgment Day opened a lot of eyes. 
His June bout on SmackDown! with John Cena put the new- 
comer on the map in Cena’s first official WWE match. 

He can have a great match with a broomstick. In an earlier 
time, that’s something that was often said of Ric Flair, another 
performer who epitomized the complete professional wrestler. 
Many experts have made the comparison between Angle and 
Flair, sometimes even going so far as to say that Angle is the 
present-day equivalent of the “Nature Boy”—an individual 
who possesses that rare gift for putting on incredible matches, 
cutting impeccable promos and projecting unparalleled 
charisma. 

There have been countless competitors with uncanny in- 
ring abilities who were average at best when it came to 
establishing a persona. Conversely, there have been even more 
performers who were outstanding TV characters, but whose 
actual wrestling was nothing more than status quo. But 
people like Flair and Angle—the guys who combine both 
perfectly—come along 
once in a generation. 
"Pm honored by that 
comparison, but I don't 
believe I’m Ric Flair- 
caliber,” Angle says. “I believe in my heart and soul that Ric 
Flair was the best ever in the business, and to be compared 
o him...I don't like to be compared to anybody. I'd rather 
people say, ‘Kurt Angle was Kurt Angle,’ not ‘he’s the next 
Ric Flair. But I do take it as a high compliment that makes 
me want to do even better, because it lets me know that people 








“| think I’m the best anti-hero this company 
has ever produced," Angle declares. 


consider me a top-notch guy here, that I’m valuable to the 
company. 

“I think the reason I m valuable to the company is I m 
generous. I’m more than willing to do whatever it takes to 
make this company better and more productive. That attitude 
is what made me a top guy and a leader. But it's not just me 
who did that—it's Vince McMahon, the office 
and the boys." 

Anyone who's watched Angle's antics on 
TV can appreciate the truth of that comment. 
There's no one else in Angle's position who is 
as self-deprecating. The man is willing to do just 
about anything to entertain fans, regardless of 
how ludicrous or off-the-wall. And it's thanks to 
his one-of-a-kind skills that this hasn't caused 
him to be relegated to a sideshow/comic relief 
mid-card role. To put it plainly, the man can't be 
stopped. 





“I think I’m the best anti-hero this company 
has ever produced," he declares. "Kurt Angle 
makes the best heel because he's someone that 
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Angle’s Trail of Excellence 


One of the major ingredients of Kurt Angle’s MVP status is his ability 
to have wrestling matches of the highest quality. These are some of 
the many superior grappling exhibitions the gold medallist has put 
on thus far in his WWE career. Regardless of wins or losses, it’s 
undeniable that the man is putting together a body of work that will 
one day grant him a place among the all-time greats. 


vs. Chris Jericho and Chris Benoit 
in a Triple-Threat Match for the 
Intercontinental & European Titles 
at WrestleMania ХИ (Anaheim, CA) 


vs. Triple H at Unforgiven 
(Philadelphia, PA) 


vs. The Rock for the 
World Championship at 
No Mercy (Albany, NY) 


vs. Chris Benoit at 
WrestleMania X-7 (Houston, TX) 


vs. Chris Benoit in an Iron Man 
Submission Match at Backlash 
(Chicago, IL) 


vs. Shane McMahon in a 
Street Fight at King of the Ring 
(East Rutherford, NJ) 


vs. Stone Cold Steve Austin for the 
World Championship at Unforgiven 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 


vs, Edge at Backlash 
(Kansas City, MO) 


vs. Hollywood Hulk Hogan at 
King of the Ring (Columbus, OH) 





most people, if not all, can’t be. If you’re gonna preach to 
people about how to live their life, how to follow the “Three Г, 
and tell them they’re not gonna be anything unless they’re 
like you, it’s very easy [to get them to hate you]. But guys 
like "Taker and Triple Н, they could never get away with 
going out there and trying that. There's a lot of things they 
couldn't get away with—they couldn't get away with wearing 
a wig and headgear on top of their head. Kurt Angle can do 
, but 
at the same time he's mean and dangerous. If you piss him 





that. He's different because he's a goofy son of a b 


off, he can do a lot of damage. I’m one of the most diverse 
characters, because I can do both, and it's fine. I think of it 
as an advantage, to be entertaining or to be able to get in the 
ring and be serious." 

One recent opponent who was particularly taken aback by 
Angle's seemingly bulletproof TV persona is the legendary 
Hollywood Hulk Hogan. Having witnessed and worked 
with just about every major star of the past 20 years, Hogan 
thought he had just about seen it all. But after crossing paths 
with Angle last spring, including a match at King of the Ring 
that has to be ranked among the Hulkster's all-time best 
despite his submission loss, Hogan was forced to revise his 
established views on the business. 

"My first impression, was “How long has this guy been 
around?”” remarked the Immortal One. “I felt like I was in 
the ring with a guy who had been in the business for at least 
10 to 15 years. I can't believe what a professional he is. He 
has everything that I have—the charisma, the connection 
with the crowd—but also adds to it amazing wrestling ability. 
I was very impressed. 

"There's so much WWE television nowadays. Before, we 
only had two or three hours of TV a week. To be able to use 
this guy over and over, week after week, to have him on camera 
so often, and to still get that reaction, is really something. 





That's consistency. The guy seems almost invincible in his 
element. He just has a way of speaking that sets him apart 
from everyone else." 

Although Angle's persona embodies arrogance and self- 
absorption to the utmost degree, he remains strongly appre- 
ciative of those who have helped him get where he is today. 
He may not be lacking in self-confidence, but that doesn't 
mean that he's forgotten where he came from. It is perhaps 
this sense of humility and open-mindedness that has allowed 
him to rise in such a seemingly effortless manner. There is 
no pretense about Kurt Angle the human being. He remains 
willing to learn and improve. In that area, nothing has changed 
in the past three years. 

"AII the agents have helped me so much,” he says. “Jerry 
Brisco, Pat Patterson, Jack Lanza, Johnny Ace, ‘Fit’ Finlay, 
Dean Malenko, Michael Hayes. Гуе learned more from 
them than from the active competitors. But Гуе always looked 
up to what I like to call “The Top 4. That's Rocky, Triple H, 
Undertaker, and it was Stone Cold. Those were the guys I 
listened to from the active roster. Who else are you gonna 
listen to if you wanna be in their position? But I’ve taken 
advice from dark match guys, from mid-carders—I have no 
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shame in going to anyone for advice. 

“For instance, I recently had a guy who came to me and 
said, ‘Listen, I didn't understand why you did that at the 
beginning of the match, and I just wanna know why you did 
it.” He said it with respect, but he was basically telling me, ‘I 
think you did that wrong.’ And he was right. His name is 
Nick Dinsmore. He’s not even on TV yet. The secret to success 
is not just taking advice from the top guys, but from every- 








body that makes sense and knows what they’re talking about.” 

Can Angle’s secret to success really be boiled down to a 
simple formula? Clearly not, because much of what Angle does 
each week on WWE programming is the result of natural 
talent, stuff you just can’t teach. You can school a performer 
in the fundamentals of sports-entertainment, but in order to 
produce a truly transcendent Superstar, there has to be that 
natural base on which to build, that special something that 
you’re simply born with. And it’s not just the 
inherent physical and mental acumen, but 
qualities like diligence, tenacity and plain guts 
that you either have or you don’t. So even 
though there’s no easy way to sum it all up, 
it doesn't stop Angle from trying: 

“The one thing I would say is more 
important than anything else: come in here 
with your eyes open, your ears open and your 
mouth shut. Keep an open mind and continue 
to be just like a sponge and absorb every- 
thing. That’s what I still do now. This is just 
the tip of the iceberg, as far as my potential. 
Гуе got a lot of improving to do. Even though 
I'm a top guy, I’m gonna continue to learn. 
I’m only at about 20 percent of what I think 
I could be.” B 
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By Aaron Williams 


lita's Road Less Travelled 


Her greatest challenge isn't only physical 


“My entire life 
came to а 
sereeching 
halt. Every- 
thing about my 
life changed. 
| didn’t feel 
independent, 
because | 
needed people 
to help me do 
even simple 
things.” 


few weeks after undergoing 

surgery to repair her broken 

neck, Lita travelled to New 
York City and attended a WWE 
show at Madison Square Garden. 
As she walked into the Garden, she 
was surrounded by fans shouting, 
“Lita! Lita! Lita!” She had heard 
the chants before, but never had 
they meant so much. She appre- 
ciated their support and hearing 
their voices made her feel better. 

At the same time, however, she 
was overcome with sadness. They 
were chanting for her because of 
all she'd accomplished in the ring. 
And now as she walked into the 
world's most famous arena and 
heard the cheers, she wondered if 
she'd ever be able to step inside a 
WWE ring again. 

Quite often, the psychological 
aspects of recovering from a seri- 
ous injury are just as hard, if not 
harder, to deal with than the physi- 
cal pain endured during the reha- 
bilitation process. For gifted ath- 
letes whose bodies perform daily 
at superhuman levels, the inability 
to perform simple tasks like walk- 
ing or picking up a gallon of milk 
can devastate the psyche. Even as 
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strength and coordination slowly 
return and one makes measurable 
progress, memories of weakness, 
feelings of helplessness and doubts 
about full recovery constantly 
course through the mind and can 
slow the healing process. And so 
as Lita attempts her comeback, it 
is this mental anguish, even more 
so than physical pain, that is 
challenging her in ways like never 
before. 

To understand fully what she is 
going through, one has to realize 
how serious Lita’s neck injury was. 
After being injured while filming 
an episode of Dark Angel and 
being undiagnosed for 17 excru- 
ciating, pain-filled days, Lita was 
finally referred to a surgeon. He 
was shocked by the severity of her 
injury and suggested emergency 
surgery to implant steel rods to 
support her broken neck. 

When given this news, Lita was 
understandably shaken. She pre- 
pared herself to undergo surgery, 
but wanted to talk to Steve Austin 
first. Austin, too, had broken his 
neck, and she wanted to get his 
advice on the matter. She knew that 
if she underwent this particular 


procedure, she would never be able 
to wrestle again. 

So she talked to Austin, who 
suggested that she see Dr. Lloyd 
Youngblood, a well-known sports 
physician who had performed 
Austin’s surgery, along with those 
of Chris Benoit, Scotty 2 Hotty 
and Ећупо. 

Lita took Austin’s advice and 
travelled to San Antonio to see 
Youngblood. To illustrate how seri- 
ous her injury was, the hospital 
she stayed at before the surgery 
made her sign a release guaran- 
teeing them that she would not sue 
them if she died or became para- 
lyzed during the trip. 

On the plane ride to San 
Antonio, Lita started thinking that 
all would soon be well, that Dr. 
Youngblood was going to tell her 
that all she needed to do were 
some neck exercises and that she’d 
be back in the ring in a matter of 
weeks. 

Dr. Youngblood had no such 
words for Lita, though. He simply 
reconfirmed what the other doctor 
had told her, albeit in less clinical 
terms. Two bones on the side of 
her vertebrae were broken, and 








“People can't 
imagine what 
I’ve been 
through. It 
will be a year 
before I'm 
back if Pm 
really lucky, 
and there's 
no guarantee. 
I'm doing 
everything | 
can to make 
it happen.” 


surgery had to be performed imme- 
diately. He did, however, offer her 
something the previous doctor 
hadn’t: a surgical procedure that 
might, and he stressed might, allow 
her to return to the ring one day. 
He didn’t make any promises, but 
at least he gave her a chance. 


ince undergoing surgery, 

Lita has gradually regained 

strength and mobility. In a 
testament to her will and ability 
to bear pain, she walked up 50 
steps—holding onto the handrail— 
the day after surgery. For the next 
three weeks, though, she could do 
very little and was in constant 
pain. She wore a neck brace 24/7 
and couldn’t even walk without 
help. For someone who was used 
to flying across wrestling rings, 
her physical limitations shocked 
her to the core. 

“I lost a lot of confidence,” 
says Lita. “My entire life came to 
a screeching halt. Everything about 
my life changed. I didn’t feel 
independent, because I needed 
people to help me do even simple 
things. The neck collar was very 
visible, and it made me feel self- 
conscious all the time.” 

Dr. Youngblood had warned her 
that recovering from a bone injury 
is much different than recovering 
from a muscle or ligament tear. 
There is little that can be done to 
accelerate the healing process. It 
takes time for the bone to heal. 

So instead of setting up a well- 
defined recovery program with 
certain dates, Lita is taking it one 
day at a time and not setting any 
goals. Progress has been slow, but 
with each week she’s been getting 
better. She's confident that she'll 
be able to live a "normal" life 
sometime in the near future, but 
she's not certain that she'll be able 
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to return to the life that she's come 
to love. 

For some, travelling around the 
country day after day gets tire- 
some. For Lita, it became the norm, 
and the road became her home. 
Every day was a new adventure, 
a new place to investigate, and 
she quickly took to the freedom 
and freshness of travelling to new 
places. Since she's been injured, 
her travelling has been severely 
curtailed, and she's had to adjust to 
staying in one place for extended 
periods of time. 

With so much time on her 
hands, she decided to take up 
sewing, but after a few days, she 
realized that this wasn't for her. 
Instead, she turned to another love 
of her life, animals, and began 
volunteering at a local animal 
shelter. Because she worked with 
animals in high school and college, 
she's been able to assist the county 
humane society by helping veteri- 
narians prepare animals for adop- 
tion. Her work's not only proved 
beneficial for the animals, but for 
her as well. 

“It's really helped. I felt useless 
to myself because I couldn't make 
myself any better, and I was use- 
less to the people around me 
because I wasn’t really doing any- 
thing. But by volunteering and 
helping animals, I can really tell 
a difference in my demeanor and 
my spirits. One day I can see my- 
self having my own shelter. It's 
really rewarding." 

While her volunteer work has 
helped her regain confidence, 
uncaring comments from thought- 
less individuals have left her angry 
and frustrated at times. 


"You really experience how 
rude people are when they start 
asking you about the injury or 
making jokes about you. They have 
no idea what happened and for 
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“| felt useless 
to myself 
because | 
couldn't make 
myself any 
better But hy 
volunteering 
and helping 
animals, | can 
really tell а 
difference in 
my demeanor 
and my 
spirits.” 


people to make fun or make light 
of it just isn’t right. I'm very sen- 
sitive to people making jokes about 
my injury because there hasn’t 
been one thing since it happened 
that’s funny. 

"They're uncomfortable and 
they don't know what to say,” she 
hastens to add. “I know they don't 
mean any harm by the things they 
say, but it does piss me off. You 
realize that people don't know how 
to handle seeing someone in a neck 
brace or in a wheelchair. They can't 
imagine what Гуе been through. 
They'll tell me that ГЇЇ be back 
in no time, and I tell them, *No, I 
won't. It will be a year if Pm 
really lucky, and there's no guar- 
antee. l'm doing everything I can 
to make it happen, and I still won't 
be back in “no time.’ They'll just 
blow it off like it's nothing. Pm 
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very sensitive about it. 

"[ think it just goes back to 
people not thinking before they 
speak. I would rather someone just 
say, ‘I hope you get better soon, my 
thoughts are with you, as opposed 
to, * You'll get back in no time, 
or, “You're tough; you'll be back 
soon. This is hard. Don't make 
light of it." 

This is not to imply that Lita 
isn't touched by the outpouring of 
support she's been receiving from 
fans. Letters and wishes from those 
who have been in wheelchairs all 
their life, and from those who have 
been through multiple surgeries, 
have been especially meaningful 
and encouraging. When she gets 
down or starts feeling a little sorry 
for herself, she thinks of people 
who have had it even harder than 
she has. To know they're behind 





her helps immensely. 

If all goes well in the upcom- 
ing months, Lita will return to the 
ring someday. She has plenty of 
ideas for her return and feels that 
she's only scratched the surface of 
her potential. She also knows that 
she may never grace a WWE ring 
again. It's not easy to deal with, 
but she's not blinding herself to the 
seriousness of her injury. WWE 
fans around the world can only 
hope that one day in the not-too- 
distant future, Lita will once again 
be flying off the top rope and 
applying the Litacanrana to some 
unfortunate opponent. 

In the meantime, if you happen 
to see Lita, simply wish her well 
and tell her your thoughts are with 
her. She and WWE fans around 
the world will appreciate it. BM 
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the night i won the title 


It's Not All Champagne and Caviar When You're the Champ 


hris Jericho was on top of the world. He had just captured the WCW Championship—his first World title—by defeating 

The Rock in an incredible match at No Mercy. 

“We had a five-star classic match,” Jericho said. “It was great. It was the first time | had ever been a World Champion. 
| went back to my hotel room; | got there at 12:10. Room service stopped at midnight, and they wouldn’t do anything for me— 
no sandwiches, no food in the bar. So | had to get a pizza, and the only place that would deliver is my least-favorite pizza place. 
Not only that, but they wouldn't come to my room. So | had to go down to the lobby in my socks to get my half-lukewarm, 
grease-congealed pizza, which was my championship meal. That's the same thing that happened when | won the WWE Undisputed 
Championship. That night, | ate sandwiches from the gas station.” 

Winning a championship, even the WWE Undisputed Championship, may not be as glamorous as fans think. Certainly there 
are exceptions. One notable one is 16-time World Champion Ric Flair, who celebrated every title he won. But most people are 
not like the “Nature Boy.” 

"People think what we do is glamorous,” Triple H said. "They think, 'Here's this guy who just won the World title; he's on 
Cloud Nine.’ They think we get in a limousine with women, champagne and a hot tub in the back, and just party all night, then 
take a private Learjet to the next town and eat caviar all day before we go to the ring. That's so far from the truth.” 

Indeed, Superstars often have to start driving to the next town after winning a title, or go back to a hotel for a few hours of 
sleep. Add in time for a meal and workout, and it leaves little room for partying. Granted, most Superstars don't have “Murphy's 
Law” nights like Jericho, but post-match celebrations do tend to be quite low-key. 

RAW Magazine asked several Superstars to tell us about a memorable (or not so memorable) night on which they won a 
championship. 





Undertaker on winning the WWE World 

Title for the first time: 
I had just beaten Hulk Hogan in the 
Joe Louis Arena (at Survivor Series 
1991). That night I just stayed in and 
savored the moment. I was just a kid 
here in WWE, and had just beaten the 
largest icon that wrestling will prob- 
ably ever see, Hulk Hogan. I spent 


on the way back. We had to call a cab 
to drive halfway back from Montreal 
to find us. The driver gave us some 
gas and we paid him. By the time we 
got back to the hotel, it was too late 
to do anything again. I think by the 
time I got out to do something, I got 
the most out of it. 


said, “What an honor it was to go 
out there and perform with Rocky in 


front of a sold-out crowd in Albany 


knowing that millions of people were 
watching.” 


Bradshaw on winning a title...without 
winning a title: 


I won the heavyweight championship 


that night reflecting on where it was 
going to take me in my career. I 
ended up eating at some God-awful 


Kurt Angle on beating The Rock at 
No Mercy 2000 for his first WWE World 
Title reign: 


one night in a press conference. I went 
down to Mexico to wrestle Vampiro, 
who was the champion of a different 
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greasy spoon. Because by the time 
you get out of the arena—you do 
interviews, a press conference and 
the other stuff that goes along 
with winning—everything is closed. 
There's not а lot of glamour in that 
first night as champion. 

The next night I was defending 
the title in Canada. After the show, 
Paul Bearer and 1 were driving back 
to Montreal. My first title defense; 
everything's going well. We planned 
on returning to Montreal and going 
out and celebrating. We ran out of gas 


I went to Denny's and had a Grand 


Slam Breakfast—the breakfast of 


Olympic champions. (Laughs) There 
wasn't much to do in Albany. I spent 
time with my family, the same way 
I did when I won the Olympic gold 
medal. 

I'm not much of a social guy. I'm 
not a big partier. My brother was there 
with his fiancée, my wife and myself. 
We just went out and ate, and talked 
about the evening—about the pay- 
per-view, and where I stood in WWE 
at the time. We sat back, laughed and 


promotion. He was as popular as 
anybody I've ever seen in a specific 
territory—the equivalent of Hulk 
Hogan in his heyday here. 

I got down there, and I had no idea 
I was champion. A reporter asked 
me, "When did you win the title?" 
Fortunately, they didn't ask me in 
English, so I didn't have to respond in 
English. They asked me in Spanish, 
so I turned to my translator and said, 
"I have no idea what he's talking 
about. So you make up whatever you 
need to make up." They claimed I beat 
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Razor Ramon in Puerto Rico for the 
Mexican Heavyweight Champion- 
ship. They were promoting me heavily 
to fight Vampiro, and I never actually 
won the title in the ring. 

I was even more shocked to find 
out I was the “American Vampiro.” 
I had my cowboy hat in my hand and 
they asked, “Why do you choose the 
name 'Nampiro Americano’?” And 
I once again told the translator, 
"You're completely on your own, 
pal." Sure enough, the translator 
made up some other big explanation, 
and then they explained to me why 
I was “Vampiro Americano" after- 
wards. 


The Rock on winning the WWE World 
Title for the first time at Survivor 
Series 1998: 
I had flown my entire family in, and 
after the match, we went and partied 
at the most exclusive place I could 
possibly find at 1 a.m. in St. Louis— 
a Waffle House, baby! 


Edge on the night he and Christian 

won the WWE Tag Team Championship 

for the first time: 
It was (WrestleMania XVI) at 
the Arrowhead Pond in Anaheim. 
Leaving the building, I had Lita and 
Matt Hardy with me. We hung a 
wrong turn and a cop flagged us 
down—I almost hit him. He started 
going nuts on me. He said, “Give me 
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“We went and 
partied at the 
most exclusive 
place | could find 
at 1 a.m. in St. 
Louis—a Waffle 
House, baby!” 


— The Rock 


your passport!” Pm like, “My pass- 
port? What do you need my passport 
for?” He took all my information. I 
said, “: је should really try to get 
out of this area, because there's going 
to be a lot of people leaving pretty 
soon that are going to mob us here.” 
He said, “I don't care.” He copped a 
real attitude with me, to the point 
where we were soon surrounded by 
400 fans—and he charged me with 
disturbing the peace! So I had to go 
to court for it later on. 


Hogan on beating Triple H at April’s 
Backlash to win the WWE Champion- 
ship for the sixth time: 


Basically I went back to the room by 
myself. I was pretty burned out from 
the long day and wrestling Triple H. 
I was having problems with my ribs; 
they were still hurting pretty darn 


bad from being broken a couple of 


months before that. Pretty much I was 
nursing myself back to health after 
that match that night. 

It wasn't a celebration situation. 


super cool and happy about it, but 
what I remember is that for the longest 
time, I couldn't go to the bathroom. 
We were in a bingo hall, and there 
was only one bathroom, and it was all 
the way upstairs. Finally, I got to go, 
but the bathroom was completely 


flooded. I got all my stuff all messed 


up. And that's probably when I real- 
ized that being the World Champion 
is when you can't take a piss in a 
bingo hall. 


Room service wasn't open. I stopped 
at Burger 
(Laughs) / ate two Double Whoppers 
with cheese, and no bread. 


Booker T on winning the WCW World 
Title for the first time in July 2000: 
I stayed in the building for an hour 
after the show ended. 1 just sat there, 


Hollywood Hulk Hogan on winning 

the WWE World Title for the first time 
at Madison Square Garden in January 
1984: thinking, “Whoa, it finally happened." 


ng, I do remember that. 


I was staying at the Ramada Inn on 
48" Street and 8" Avenue, where all 
the wrestlers used to hang out. I had 


Justin Credible on winning the ECW 
World Heavyweight Championship for 
the first time in April 2000: 


When 1 left an hour later, the fans 
were still waiting for me to come out. 
That was cool, too. 


a few beers with the boys, then went 
back to the room with my wife, and 
stared at the belt all night long. We 
couldn't believe we had the thing. 


It was like a big thing, ECW World 
Champion. It was pretty cool because 
I had no idea what was going on, and 
I never expected it. Everybody was 


I went to my hotel and sat in my 
recliner for about an hour. I sat there, 
and didn't do anything. I was so tired, 
I didn't even cut the television on. 
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“| was so tired, 
I didn't get a 
chance to go 
out and party, 
but | hope [the 
fans] did it for 
me.” 


— Booker T, on winning 
the WCW World Title. 





And then I went to sleep. 

When I came out the next day, 
everybody was hyped up on the show. 
All the fans were going crazy and 
stuff. I thanked them and told them 














The next day I asked my buddies if 
they watched it, and they said, “You 
weren't on, so we turned it off!” So 
nobody saw it! 


that I was so tired, I didn't get a 
chance to go out and party, but I hope 
they did. A lot of people partied for 


Molly Holly on winning the WWE 
Women's Championship for the first 
time at King of the Ring 2002: 


me; I kind of left that to them. 


Mike Awesome on winning a 
prestigious title in Japan: 
The night I won the FMW Title, I had 
tonsillitis. I was actually throwing up 
in the sink when my music was being 
played. So that was pretty brutal. 


Awesome on his first reign as 

WWE Hardcore Champion in 

June 2001: 
It was my first night in WWE, in 
Madison Square Garden. I called up 
all my friends and told them, “You've 
got to watch the show. And watch 
Rhyno's match because I'm going 
to be fighting him tonight." Actually 
what I did was run-in after Rhyno's 
match—I went out there and won the 
title. But all my friends watched the 
match with Rhyno, and when nothing 
happened, then they turned off the TV. 
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On the morning of the show, I had 


just checked out of my hotel room, 


when my cup of coffee flipped out of 
my hands and down the front of my 
blouse and skirt. With a disheartened 
sigh, I walked back to the desk to get 
my key back so I could go to my room 
and clean up. 

After winning the title, I stayed 
until the end of the show. When the 
main event ended, all the Superstars 
were filing out and the crew was filing 
in. I had a date, but couldn't seem to 


Jind him. I called his cell phone and 


left a message. The arena emptied 
and I didn't receive a call back—I 
had been stood up. So I picked up a 
salad at Wendy's and ate it in my 
hotel room. 1 was looking forward 
to a nice hot bath when I discovered 
my room only had a stand-up shower. 
But my smile remained, because I was 
still the champion. 8 








favorite W Raw 
Superstars. 








Check your 
‚local listings. 
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The RAW Interview 


by Keith Elliot Greenberg 





The “Enemy” 


Within 


Joining the Company He Once Tried to Take 
Down, Hard Feelings in the Locker Room 
and Working for Vince: Eric Bischoff Tells All 


£ 


For much o 


he last decade, he was the enemy; Eric Bischoff the brash, former announcer 


who rose to head rival WCW, and vowed to sink the promotion built over three decades by 
the McMahon family. For a period of time, it looked like Bischoff might achieve his goal. On 
Monday nights, the Nitro program he created was drawing higher ratings than Raw, former 
WWE Superstars were defecting to his organization, and—at least to some fans—the 
WCW storylines were more compelling, In time, though, WWE caught up, overtook its 
adversary, and eventually purchased WCW, Still, bad blood reportedly lingered. At least 























until Bischoff showed up on Rawin J 


у, 











RAW Magazine: For the last few years, 
this section of RAW Magazine often 
featured former WCW employees who 
seemed to take great pleasure in bashing 


WCW in general, and Eric Bischoff 


in particular. How does it feel to be 
here now, when this magazine had 


been a forum for so much anti-Bischoff 


rhetoric? 

Eric Bischoff: I take it with a grain of 
salt. In my opinion, a lot of the guys 
doing the bashing were so far removed 
from the operation that they had very 
little knowledge about what really 
happened at WCW. They’ve kind of 
assumed an anti-WCW or anti-Eric 
Bischoff position probably more as a 
means to break the ice when they tran- 
sitioned to WWE, than anything else. 
It wouldn’t have made any sense for 
anybody to come into WWE and talk 
about what a great guy Eric Bischoff 
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was, or all the positive things that Eric 
Bischoff did, because Vince McMahon 
probably would have taken exception 
to that. And I think in order to get com- 
fortable in the new environment, it was 
probably natural for them to bury the 
company that tried to bury WWE. 


RAW: You said that a lot of these guys 
didn't have insight into the company's 
problems. Why don’t you illuminate the 
readers on the reasons why WCW lost 
the war? 
Bischoff: First of all, I don’t think that 
WCW is the one that lost the war. Ihave 
to be incredibly careful about what I 
say because the release agreement that 
I signed prohibits me from disclosing 
a lot of information relative to AOL 
Time Warner. 

I think one only has to look at what's 
happening now at large corporations, 
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DRUSI 


Eric Bischoff shocked fans and Superstars alike when he came out to the ring 





and grabbed the reins as General Manager of Raw. The cagey Bisch made his 
mark quickly with a cutting-edge promo designed to get people talking. 





in light of all the mergers and acquisi- 
tions. The people in charge really don't 
know much about the companies they're 
operating. What happened to WCW is 
classic—we got too big, too fast. When 
I took over WCW, it was just a small 
division of Turner. Then, Turner merged 
with Time Warner, and my experience 
changed. 

As early as 1998, I was meeting 
committees of people who were creating 
other committees to decide how WCW 
was going to be run. And it became 
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clear to me then that WCW was probably 
not going to survive in that environment. 
Wrestling is a unique business. And there 
were a lot of people who knew nothing 
about it, who all of a sudden showed 
up one day and started telling me how 
WCW was going to operate. 


RAW: If you could go back in time, 
would there be one pivotal thing that 
you would change? 

Bischoff: Yeah, if I got the big wrestling 
do-over and I could turn back the clock, 





Pd turn it back to August 5, 1998—and 
I would turn in my resignation. For all 
the criticism that I have received...when 
I took over the company in 1994, it was 
a company that had been around for 
about seven years without ever turning 
a profit, and within 12 months, I turned it 
into one of the most successful divisions 
within Turner. I turned the company's 
first profit in 1995. I was profitable in 
1996. I was really profitable in 1997, and 
even more profitable in 1998. I increased 
the profits and revenues over 1000 per- 
cent in a four-year period. That growth 
is probably one of the things that led to 
WCW's demise. 

Once the company became so suc- 
cessful, there were a number of execu- 
tives who wanted to get involved with it. 
In early August 1998, I got called into a 
meeting with about 15 people who I'd 
never seen before. And all of them were 
telling me how WCW was going to run. 
I walked out of that meeting knowing 
that it wasn't going to be successful. 
But out of loyalty to my position and, 
quite honestly, to Ted Turner, I couldn't 
quit. But I wish I had. 


RAW: Before the battle started between 
WCW and WWE, didn't you actually 
interview here for a job? 

Bischoff: In 1990, I got an offer to come 
up to WWE headquarters to audition for 
an announcer's job. I did, but I didn't 
get the job for very valid reasons. I was 
pretty bad. 


RAW: During that meeting, did you meet 
with Vince McMahon? 

Bischoff: Yeah, briefly. I think we said 
maybe a dozen words to each other. He 
stopped in and introduced himself, 
watched a few moments of the interview, 
thanked me and left. The meeting may 
have lasted 60 seconds. 


RAW: How do you go from being an 
announcer to the man who very nearly 
sinks a third-generation impresario like 
Vince McMahon? 

Bischoff: The executives at WCW came 
to the conclusion, “Look, this is a tele- 
vision company. We need to find an 
executive producer.” I put my name into 
the hat. I said, "Here are my ideas. Here's 


what I would do if I was in control of 
WCW.” And, compared to everyone else 
who was applying for that job as exec- 
utive producer, senior management 
decided that I probably had a better feel 
for the property. So they hired me as 
executive producer. 


RAW: You shocked a lot of people by tak- 
ing an extremely aggressive approach. 
Bischoff: Well, it was a multi-faceted 
attack. My view of the world was that 
if WCW was going to not only survive, 
but thrive, prosper and grow, the per- 
ception of wrestling had to change. At 
that time, WCW was considered a small, 
southern regional promotion. I had to 
change that perception. In order to change 
that perception, a number of things had 
to be done. I had to go after the biggest 
names in the business—guys like Hulk 
Hogan, Randy Savage and anybody else 
I could get. 

Another thing I did—and a lot of 
people still criticize this move—was 
make a deal with MGM to begin broad- 
casting some of our syndicated shows 
from Disney/MGM studios. This was 
probably one of the most recognized 
media brands out there. I knew that 
people would go, “Wait a minute— 
Disney and wrestling? What is that all 
about?" Now, I was able to get the atten- 
tion of advertisers. I was able to get the 
attention of sponsors. “If it’s okay for 
Disney, we might want to take a look at 
it.” 

Once I started achieving that momen- 
tum, people within Turner began looking 
at the property much differently, which 
is why in 1995 I got the opportunity 
to create Nitro on Monday nights and go 
head-to-head with Vince. 


RAW: How bitter was this war? 
Bischoff: To me personally, it was never 
bitter. It was fun. I love to compete, no 
matter what I’m doing. Though it may 
have been incredibly uncomfortable for 
Vince and his family—which, now that 
I know them, I’m starting to feel bad 
about it—at the end of the day, our busi- 
ness grew. As far as Vince goes, yeah, 
I'm sure it was really ugly for a while, 
until he figured out how to turn it around 
and kick our ass. 





RAW: You say it wasn't bitter. But you 
did challenge Vince to an actual fight 
on television. For those who knew 
about your background in kickboxing, 
it certainly appeared that you wanted 
to knock Vince out. 

Bischoff: I was serious. Ask any of the 
guys who were in WCW at the time— 
like Hogan or Big Show. Hogan warned 
me, "Be careful what you wish for, 
because this guy will show up.” And I 
said, “That's great! If he shows up, he 
shows up. And if he kicks my ass, he 
kicks my ass. It'll be good for business, 





and get people talking." l've had my ass 
kicked for a whole lot less. 


RAW: When Raw used to tape some of 
its programs a week in advance, you'd 
give away their finishes on live broad- 
casts of Nitro. That was a very dirty 
tactic by the standards of the day. 
Bischoff: It was kind of a ballsy, dirty, 
arrogant, aggressive, ruthless move. And 
those kinds of moves usually work. 
Controversy creates cash. 


RAW: Even your harshest critics credit 
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you with picking up business by forming 
the New World Order (nWo) in 1996— 
a group that seemed to incorporate real- 
life information into their storylines. 
Bischoff: The nWo was more than a 
television concept; it was a strategy. I 
was using reality-based storylines. Even 
though everybody knew that this was 
wrestling, the stories could have been 
true. And the characters were not as 
cartoonish as they’d been up until that 
point. And it worked. It resonated really 
well with 18- to 34-year-old men. All of 
а sudden, WCW became a phenomenon 
on college campuses—as opposed to just 
appealing to 10-year-old kids watching 
wrestling on weekend mornings with 
their 55-year-old dads. 


RAW: Still, a lot of fans thought the 
nWo was great until the ranks swelled 





with too many members. There were 
even different divisions of ће nWo—the 
Wolfpac, Hollywood, and so forth. 
Bischoff: Not keeping it exclusive was 
a mistake. Here was the rationale behind 
it, though: it was such a juggernaut, such 
a heat-seeking device that, in the early 
stages, all you had to do was associate 
someone with the nWo and they became 
popular. [ mean, look at Konnan: this guy 
couldn't go into orbit if you put him on 
the space shuttle. But we brought him 
into the nWo and all of a sudden his 
character came out. The audience related 
to him in a different way. The same thing 
happened with Marcus Bagwell and 
Scott Steiner. As good as Steiner was, 
he'd never really become popular with 
the fans. But once we brought him into 
the nWo, his stock as a performer went 
up about 300 percent. 








October 2002 RAW MAGAZINE 











The mistake was doing that too much. 
The mistake was not pacing. The mis- 
take was trying to get as many people 
popular with the fans as possible. And in 
the process, the whole thing got watered 
down. 


RAW: Explain your philosophy about 
playing out storylines in front of the 
talent, even when the cameras were off? 
Bischoff: In order to throw everybody 
off and keep people guessing, I would 
do things backstage that would cloud 
the issue, and make people wonder if it 
was real. Quite frankly, some of it didn't 
work. Some of it did. 


RAW: In your opinion, when did it work? 
Bischoff: I think the incident with Brian 
Pillman was one that worked really, 
really well. 


RAW: Wasn't that when Pillman had 
some kind of backstage altercation, got 
in the ring, and began using wrestling 
"insider" terminology on the micro- 
phone? 

Bischoff: Right. No one knew what was 
happening. And if you can fool the talent, 
then you've got the audience. To me, 
the fun of sports-entertainment is when 
things appear to be so real that it reaches 
you emotionally on a certain level, and 
you forget you're watching television. 
That's the magic. That's the magic that 
Vince McMahon and Steve Austin had. 
That's the magic the nWo enjoyed. Those 
moments are the moments that keep 
people coming back. 


RAW: When did your fortunes change? 
Bischoff: This goes back to 1998, when 
WWE made a conscious decision to push 
the envelope in every conceivable way 
in order to build the whole "Attitude" 
aspect. They were going to extremes to 
attract the 18- to 34-year-old demo. And 
suddenly, we were told, “Well if that's 
what they're going to do, we're going to 
be the alternative. Now, we'll be family- 
friendly." That's the turning point. 








A sight wrestling fans thought they'd 
never see—Eric Bischoff and Vince 
McMahon together in the same arena 
as allies. 


RAW: So in 1999, you left WCW for 
a while and, after that, the company 
brought in WWE's former head writer 
Vince Russo. 

Bischoff: They were looking for light- 
ning in a bottle. Vince Russo is a great 
salesman, and he's a very passionate 
guy. He believes in himself and was able 
to sell his ass off to a bunch of people 
who couldn't find their way out of a 
room in the dark. But ratings continued 
to decline, and, in 2000, I was asked to 
come back and work with him. 


RAW: How did you feel about that? 

Bischoff: You know, I liked Vince Russo 
when I first met him. He's a personable 
guy and very intelligent. He knew more 
about the business than anyone I knew 
at WCW. But the truth of the matter 
was that the problems that first reared 
their head in 1998 had only gotten worse. 
A month or so after I got back, I said 
to [WCW executive] Brad Siegel, "It's 
worse now than it's ever been. Sell this 
damn thing. I can put a deal together to 
buy it. Let's make something happen." 


RAW: And you almost pulled it off. 
Bischoff: Everything was in place. We 
raised about $70 million and were ready 
to do the deal. And right about that time, 
Time Warner's merger with AOL started 
taking a foothold. The executives from 
AOL came in and reviewed the deal and 
said, "Look, we don't want wrestling on 
our networks, period." It didn't matter 
that, even when things were bad, WCW 
was one of the highest-rated shows on 
the network. I believed that you needed 
television distribution to keep the 
wrestling company alive. Once that was 
off the table, we walked away from the 
deal. 


RAW: So, basically, WCW folded. WWE 
came in and bought the company, and 
it seemed like Eric Bischoff had gone 
away. Why did you then decide to actu- 
ally join WWE? 

Bischoff: There were a lot of factors, 
not the least of which was that I missed 
the business. I missed the rush. I missed 
doing some of the crazy stuff that I used 
to do. I like performing. Sometimes I 











think I’m pretty good at it, other times 
I think I’m not. But that's not the biggest 
rush for me. The biggest rush for me 
is helping to generate concepts, then 
watching them play themselves out, and 
listening to the reaction of the fans. 


RAW: What about working for Vince 
McMahon—the who 
polar opposite for so many years! 


man was your 





Bischoff: I have no problem with that, | 


none whatsoever. I’m a competitor 
by nature, and a mercenary by choice. 
And right now, I’m as loyal to Vince 
McMahon as I was to Ted Turner. He's 
made a commitment to me, and I’ve 
made a commitment to him. 


RAW: The night you debuted in WWE at 
the Continental Airlines Arena in New 
Jersey, the fans obviously didn't expect 
to see you. But it seemed like the Super- 
stars didn't either. 

Bischoff: I can assure you that most of 
them, if not all of them, didn’t know. 


RAW: Why? 

Bischoff: I think it isn’t as exciting when 
people know what's going to happen in 
advance. This was going to be different. 
We kept it very quiet. Other than my 


attorney—and my wife, daughter and 
son, who probably overheard some tele- 
phone conversations—I didn't tell any- 
body. I flew into New York on Sunday 
night, and stayed as far away from places 
where I knew wrestlers and wrestling 
fans might be. They sent a limo for me 
on Monday evening, and I sat in that 
limo for an hour or so before Raw began. 
So when I walked into that building, 
everybody was in shock. And I think it 
made the show more interesting. 


RAW: Your name induces a lot of emo- 
tion in this industry. What kind of rela- 
tionship do you now have with the 
talent behind the scenes? 

Bischoff: I’m a realistic person. I have 
friends in the business. There are other 
people who don’t know me, and have 
been relying on what they’d heard or 
read. And there are people here who, for 
whatever reason—some of them valid, 
some of them not—have a real problem 
with me. And I sense it. But it’s like I 
told Vince, “I’m here to contribute. I’m 
here to have fun. I’m here to work pretty 
damn hard.” And if I work hard and con- 
tribute, and the things I do are successful, 
all of that history, good and bad, takes 
care of itself. Ш 
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There’s a small tract of land 
in Cameron, North Carolina, 
where the mind runs free 
and even the wildest ideas 
are turned into reality. It’s 

a place where creatures 
like Willow the Wisp and 


Neraommmyyy rule the 
roost, and the eclectic 
sounds of Per Oxwhygen 
echo through the air. Some 
call it anew-age castle, 
others call it a fantasy land. 
Its creator, Jeff Hardy, 
prefers to call it, 

“The IMAGI-NATION.” 


ARTICLE BY AARON WILLIAMS 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GRAIG AMBROSIO 


For more of this story, 


visit WWE.com 
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The pathway to 


Jeff's music studio is adorned with statues and paved with 
reflective gems. Atop it stands the 30-foot-tall Neraommmyyy (above right), 


one of 75 Aluminummies that live in the Imagi-Nation. Below right, Jeff stands 
on top of 


his rappelling tree. At bottom left is Jeff’s living quarters. 
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When he’s 


not working 
outside, Jeff 
can be found 


4 inside his 

= music studio, 

EM where he and 
| his band Per 


Oxwhygen 
crank out orig- 
inal tunes at 


2 all hours of the 
3 night. On the 


day we visited 
him, Jeff and 
friends took a 
break to listen 
to his father 
and buddy 
Clyde belt out 
a few blue- 
grass numbers 
(middle photo). 
At top, Jeff 
hangs out with 
his friends 
from rock 
band Black 
Label Society. 





The Imagi-Nation is always under construction. Eventually, Jeff hopes 


to surround his four acres with moats and drawbridges. On this hot day, 
he cools off in one of his watering holes. 


e 
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WORLD WRESTLING ENTERTAINMENT” PRESENTS 


“SUPERSTARS. 


POSTERBOOK 





B Above, Jeff's dad shows off a little Hardy money. At left, Jeff's 
South African raccoon Imag, steals a little food from his mouth. Below, 
he demonstrates a new use for duct tape: pulling ticks of his dog, Liger. 
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Near-death experience, excruciating injuries 
can't stop Johnny “the Bull” Stamboli ww 














SIX YEARS AGO, Johnny Stamboli 
lay in a hospital in Atlanta, closer to death 
than any 19-year-old should be. 

“My forehead, cheeks, chest and 
abdomen,” he says, listing the places 
where he’d been stabbed. “My jaw was 
wide open; you could see my teeth. The 
doctor said that if I hadn’t been in such 
good shape, my lung would have punc- 
tured; the muscle stopped the knife from 
puncturing it.” 

Lying there, he realized he’d have to 
turn his life around, or he’d likely end 
up in jail, or worse. His recent debut 
in World Wrestling Entertainment is a 
testament to his strength and character; 
today, Johnny “the Bull” Stamboli is one 
of WWE’s hot young stars. 

It’s not like Stamboli was ever a 
bad person himself; it’s just that, as the 
saying goes, he was often in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 

Born John Hugger, Stamboli never 
knew his father. But even with that 
absence, his mom raised him and his 
older brother in a relatively functional 
household. In high school, he played 
football,’ basketball and baseball. But 
he says his mom often wasn’t around 
during his teen years; she often stayed 





at his stepfather’s house. 

When he was 17, Stamboli decided 
to move out. He relocated to Atlanta 
to live with a friend and enrolled at 
DeKalb College (now known as Georgia 
Perimeter College), but “wasn’t mentally 
there” and left after a year. 

“I bounced at these nightclubs in 
Atlanta,” Stamboli says. 
into a lot of trouble that way. I was 
around the wrong crowd. From age 17 
to 19, I got into a lot of fights.” 

The worst of those fights, of course, 
was the night he got stabbed. 

“Somebody owed a friend of mine 
some money,” Stamboli said. “The argu- 
ment got heated, and we got into a fight. 
My. friend ran off when they pulled out 
the knife. They jumped me. Nothing 
happened to him. 

“That kind of woke me up a little 
bit. It brought me back to reality. I got 
jumped by five guys, and they stabbed 
me five times.” 

Committed to turning his life around, 
he took up personal training, often 
working at Main Event Fitness, which 
was owned in part by former WWE 
and WCW competitor Lex Luger. 

Stamboli met a few of the wrestlers, 


"I got myself 





including Luger, Sting and Diamond 
Dallas Page, who encouraged him to 


try out at the WCW Power Plant. 


Stamboli eventually went to the 
Power Plant and tried out alongside 


14 others. He was the only one 
who made it. 

“Johnny’s a very respectful 
kid—really respectful, and 
not in a kiss-ass way,” says 
Diamond Dallas Page. “He's 
got a good heart, and wants 
to learn. He works hard. 

“It was definitely the look 
[that impressed me] first,” 
Page added. “He makes 
that [Robert] De Niro face 
as well as anybody.” 

After watching several 
mobster movies on Page’s 
advice, Stamboli had 
developed a character 
by the time he was 
called up to WCW 
in late 1999. All he 
needed was a name; 
mob informer 
Salvatore “Sammy 
the Bull” Gravano 
was in the news 
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at the time. 
“I thought, “Sammy the Bull, Johnny 
the Bull...that sounds good,” he says. 
In late 1999, Johnny the Bull made 
his television debut on WCW Saturday 
Night. A few months later, he was 
teamed with Big Vito to form the 
Mamalukes. They wrestled on WCW’s 
flagship shows, Nitro and 
Thunder, winning the Tag 
Team Championship 
E on two occasions 
in 2000. There 
was only one 
problem: 
Stamboli 
says he 
wasn't 
ready. 
“It was 
a good 
experience, 
for me, but 
I definitely 
needed more 
training,” 
he says. “Vito 
kind of helped 
me out. If I 
was a singles 
competitor, I 
probably wouldn’t 
have done as well 
as I did because I 
was so green” 
Stamboli’s lack of 
experience became 
excruciatingly obvious 
on July 3, 2000, when he 
wrestled the legendary 
J Terry Funk in a 
Hardcore Match on a 
live episode of Nitro. 
“It was my first 
singles match on 
Nitro, and I was 
pretty hyped about 
\ it,” he says. “I 
2 wanted to do 
N something to 
N stand out. I 
mean, I was 
young, and this 
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was my first year in the business. I didn’t 
know any better. I was ignorant.” 

When Johnny jumped off the top rope 
to the outside of the ring, splashing Funk, 
he tore his urethra, which forced him 
out of action for two months. 

“T had a full bladder when I went 
out. I didn’t pee,” he says. “If Га have 
gone to the bathroom before I went out, 
I wouldn’t have busted my bladder, 
because I didn’t break any bones or any- 
thing. 

“I finished the match, but I could 
barely move. Every time I watch [the 
match] I sweat.” 

Just days after returning, he broke 
his fibula during a match in Australia. 
Soon after recovering from that, WCW 
was purchased by WWE. His future 
was uncertain. But WWE agent John 
Laurinaitis called a few weeks later 
and told Stamboli to pack his bags and 
head to Heartland Wrestling Association 
(HWA), a former WWE training camp 
in Cincinnati. 


“We had guys like Chris Benoit, ` 


Eddie Guerrero, The Big Valbowski 
and Dave Taylor come through HWA,” 
he said. “We learned a lot from them. I 
tried to get in the ring as much as pos- 
sible with them. Since we wrestled five 
days a week there, we got a lot of ring 
time.” 

He spent more than a year with 
HWA before making his WWE tele- 
vision debut in June. That was also 
when he unveiled the surname Stamboli, 
which is his mother’s last name. By all 
indications, the 6-foot-1, 250-pound 
Stamboli improved by leaps and bounds. 

Even though he’s only 25, Stamboli’s 
past difficulties seem like ancient 
history. 

“Гуе been waiting for this opportu- 
nity,” he said of WWE. “So I’m not just 
going to sit on it and let it pass me by. 
I'm going to take full advantage of it. 
It seems like everybody likes what 


I’m doing. They like the improvements: 


that I’ve made. I’m happy to be in this 
spot, because there are a lot of people 
who want to be where I am. I’m very 
excited.” ш 
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The latest stop in Mean Gene Okerlund’s four-decade run in sports-entertainment 

is as host of WWE Confidential (above). He began his WWE career in the early ’80s, 
interviewing such standouts as Andre the Giant (below left), as well as the bizarre 
pairing of Billy Crystal and Jesse “the Body” Ventura (below right). 














Machine 


Okerlund’s Back 
and Better Than 
Ever 


Just for kicks, sit down and 
try to compile a list of sports- 
entertainment personalities 
who have truly withstood the 
test of time for over three 
decades. No matter how 

you slice it, it's a short list. 


urn on WWE Confidential on 
Saturday nights to check out one 
of the few and proud members 


of that exclusive club. The voice, the 
delivery and the look have hardly 
changed since first joining WWE. It's 
unmistakably Mean Gene Okerlund, 
going stronger than ever in his fourth 
decade in the business. 

“You have to try to change with the 
times,” Okerlund says. “I think as an out- 
of-ring performer I have an advantage 
in not having to take bumps or do any 
incredible maneuvers. But you still have 
to stay on top of your game in terms of 
how you present this new-age product. 
I think even though my look hasn't 
changed that much, a lot of the things 
I do with the microphone have. It was 
just a matter of changing with the times, 
which we all need to do.” 

Most WWE fans age 25 or older 
remember Mean Gene as the stalwart 
announcer nd interviewer from the 
mid-1980s to early '90s. He was the 
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man holding the mic for countless 
classic interviews with the legendary 
Hulk Hogan during the heyday of 
Hulkamania. And Hogan’s “Well, ya 
know, Mean Gene...” opener is inex- 
orably linked to both men to this day. 

But by the time of the rise of the 
Hulkster in WWE, Okerlund already had 
over a dozen years of sports-entertainment 
under his belt. His career started by 
accident in 1971, when Okerlund—then 
selling ads for a Minnesota TV station 
that carried the old American Wrestling 
Alliance (AWA)—was pressed into duty 
to fill in for legendary AWA announcer 
Marty O'Neill, who was seriously ill at 
the time. 

“T did it for three weeks. I didn’t know 
a whole lot about wrestling at the time,” 
he recalls. “But we winged it, as we say, 
and even though some of the verbiage 
about the holds was manufactured, it 
came out very well.” 

Okerlund stayed with the AWA for 
over a decade, although he says it took 
him a couple of years before he could 
really sink his teeth into the product. 
During his run, the AWA was one of the 
country’s premier promotions, featuring 
the likes of Hogan, Cowboy Bob Orton, 
Ray “the Crippler" Stevens, Ken Patera, 
Bobby Heenan and the man who gave 
Okerlund the “Mean Gene” nickname, 
Jesse “the Body” Ventura. 

The mic skills which made Ventura 
so popular later in WWE were already 
well-developed during his AWA days, 
and his “Mean Gene” comment was pure 
ad-lib on live television, Okerlund says. 

“Jesse was very verbose, and he was 
always bragging about hanging out with 
the Rolling Stones or whomever,” 
Okerlund remembers. “And he said to 
me, ‘Gene, you'll never believe who I 
was partying with this weekend.’ I said, 
“Okay, Jesse, you got me.’ And he said, 
‘Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers. You 
do know who Tom Petty is, right?’ And I 
said, ‘Sure I do, Jesse. He’s a famous 
race-car driver, And Jesse looked at me 
and said, “You know something, Gene? 
You're really mean. Mean Gene.’ And it 
just stuck from there.” 

Okerlund joined WWE in late 1983, 
and was a big part of the wave of AWA 
stars who migrated to WWE right before 


Mean Gene (at right) calls the action at WrestleMania 2 in Chicago along with the legendary 
Gorilla Monsoon and celebrity guest-announcer Cathy Lee Crosby. 








the onset of the WrestleMania era. Led 
by Hogan, the AWA influx also included 
Ventura, Heenan, Patera, Adrian Adonis 
and Orton—some of this organization's 
top names of the mid- 80s. 

Almost immediately, Okerlund and 
Heenan became two of the most popular 
WWE announcers, along with Vince 
McMahon and the late Gorilla Monsoon. 
At the time, nobody could have pre- 
dicted the incredible explosion of popu- 
larity the organization was about to 
embark on, but Okerlund says the signs 
were all there. 

“T kind of had a feeling about Vince 
McMahon and the people he was sur- 
rounding himself with;" he says. "He was 
attracting the créme de la créme from 
all these organizations around the world, 
and he put it together in a most entertain- 
ing way. The production values were way 
ahead of anything we'd seen in the days 
of studio wrestling. You could tell [where 





it was headed] shortly after we got up 
and rolling." 

Within two years, WrestleMania was 
the explosion which propelled WWE into 
the national spotlight. Invariably when 
crossover stars like Cyndi Lauper, Mr. T, 
Muhammad Ali, Liberace, ef al, found 
their way in front of WWE cameras, 
Mean Gene was the man holding the 
microphone. 

He also managed to get in the ring for 
a match in 1984, tagging with Hogan 
against the devious Mr. Fuji and George 
"The Animal" Steele. Even more mem- 
orable than the match itself—in which 
Okerlund earned the pinfall on Fuji— 
was the training vignette in which Hogan 
showed up at Okerlund's house early 
one morning, berated him for his cigar, 
fried eggs and bacon breakfast, and 
forced him into a hilariously grueling 
training session, à la Rocky. 

“I was supposed to be nothing but a 








Mean Gene is joined by Bobby "The Brain" 
Heenan at WrestleMania X-7. 
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prop in that match. There was no design 
for me to get in the ring,” Okerlund 
remembers fondly. “I got in the ring inad- 
vertently when Hulk and I high-fived, 
which was a legal tag. I didn't know what 
to do, but it was a victory for us. I’m 1-0. 
I like that record.” 

Late in 1993, after 10 years with 
WWE, Okerlund became part of another 
wave of talent moves—this time to 
WCW. But unlike many of the other 
big names who made the same move— 
Heenan, among others—Okerlund says 
he has no regrets about making that 
jump. 

“Tt was the greatest move I ever made 
in my life, and I want to explain that,” he 
says. “I think we all need change period- 
ically to freshen up our act. My contract 
had run out [with WWE], and I talked to 
Vince McMahon and [WWE Executive 
Producer] Kevin Dunn, and we all felt it 
was time for me to move on and make 
room for the new guys at the time— 
Todd Pettengill and Jim Ross had just 
come in. Quite honestly, I think I was 
burned out. I went down to WCW and 
was on the air a few months later. But I 
think change is good for all of us, and 
that change gave me the chance to grow 
immensely.” 

Okerlund stayed with WCW until the 
company’s demise, reuniting with Hogan 
and adding yet another legendary repartee 





to his résumé, this time with Ric Flair 
("Meeeeeeeean... Woooooo! By God... 
Geeeene!”). While he says the move was 
of great benefit to him personally, he also 
encountered many of the same problems 
with the WCW corporate bureaucracy 
that were experienced by many former 
WWE employees there. ““Let me tell 
you why we can’t do that’ seemed to be 
their mantra,” he says. 

Mean Gene made his initial WWE 
comeback at WrestleMania X-Seven, 
sharing announcing duties with Heenan 
for the Gimmick Battle Royal. Still 
under contract to Time-Warner, he spent 
his time doing voiceovers, working on 
Turner South’s Wrestling Classics show 
and making occasional personal appear- 
ances. When WWE created Confidential, 
Okerlund was a perfect fit, and his come- 
back became permanent. 

Confidential’s format—behind-the- 
scenes looks at the personal lives of the 
Superstars and tackling often-controver- 
sial topics of the business—is tailor- 
made for Okerlund’s style. Although 
Okerlund says he still maintains some 
old-school sensibilities, he’s embraced 
Confidential’s content and says the best 
is yet to come. 

“To be able to openly discuss contro- 
versy within the ranks of the organiza- 
tion, I think, is very healthy for the busi- 
ness,” he says. “Back in the day, that 














Mean Gene, Fighting Machine? Okerlund’s perfect 1-0 ring record comes from a 1984 tag 











team match in which he and Hulk Hogan defeated Mr. Fuji and George “the Animal” 
Steele. In fact, it was Mean Gene himself who scored the pinfall on the devious Fuji. 





would have been kept behind cloistered 
walls, but on Confidential, we talk about 
Stone Cold Steve Austin taking a hike a 
couple of hours before Raw went on the 
air. We also hear from Vince McMahon 
and Jim Ross and hear their sides of it. 
Eventually we will discuss topics like 
Vince Russo and other parties outside of 
WWE. We may even try to broach the 
subject of steroid use among athletes, 
and that would include wrestlers, base- 
ball and football players, and maybe 
even Tour de France bicycle racers— 
who knows? But that is something that 
10 years ago—or even five years ago— 
would never have been touched. But I’m 
sure we'll be talking about subjects that 
sensitive in the near future.” 

Okerlund says he has given WWE 
permission to book him on other pro- 
jects, but as far as becoming a regular 
player on Raw or SmackDown!, he says 
his days of spending 200 days on the 
road are over. 

Aside from his new WWE duties, 
Okerlund’s main gig is the restaurant 
business. There are currently 83 Mean 
Gene’s Burgers nationwide, mainly on 
college campuses and military installa- 
tions. He is currently adding Mean 
Gene’s Pub Pizzas—going into existing 
bars and selling fresh-made pizzas—to 
the fold. 

But, thanks to Confidential, Mean 
Gene isn’t yet ready to ride off into the 
sunset, over 30 years after his accidental 
debut. A whole new generation of fans 
has become initiated into his fan base, 
enjoying the silky-smooth delivery and 
seamless professionalism that is just as 
evident today as it was the first time fans 
heard Hulk Hogan bellow, “Well, lemme 
tell ya, Mean Gene...” 

“I think we need to borrow the old 
Star Trek phrase and ‘boldly go where no 
one has gone before,” Okerlund says of 
Confidential. ЛЕ it gets too inside, we 
can't grab the casual viewer, because 
they'd be offended about not being 
knowledgeable about everything. If we 
can walk that very narrow line, we can 
get the insiders and the casual fans.” ш 
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THE FINISHER 
Counting My Blessings 





When asked to write this column, | didn’t 
know exactly what to write about, but | 
thought that it sounded like fun. Should | 
write about my 13 years in wrestling? My 
neck injury? What it’s like to have to sit at 
home for a year? My baby girl? Or do | just 
write a little bit about everything? 

I've talked about the injury before. And 
pretty much every WWE Superstar has had an 
injury that has put them on the shelf at one 
time or another. And they've talked about it. 
When people ask me why | haven't been on TV 
ately, | tell them about the surgery and they all 
have the same response, “That sucks.” Well, 
'm not going to lie, it does. But if you ask 
me, I'm one of the luckiest people in the world. 
have a great life, a great family, good people 
around me, and the best job in the world. 

Unfortunately, | am out at a bad time. | 
missed the shows in Hawaii and Australia. 
Both are places I've always wanted to go. | 
missed the show in my hometown of Portland, 
Maine. The Cumberland County Civic Center 
is where my Dad would take my brother Eric 
and me to see WWE when we were kids. It’s 
also the same building that my friend, the late 
Jimmy Miranda, threw my friends and me 
out of for getting in the ring before the show 
started. Who would have ever thought that 
years later, Jimmy would be the guy who goes 
to Pat Patterson and asks him to give me a 
job? Thank you, Jimmy, | will also most likely 
miss my second WrestleMania because of this 
injury. | missed WrestleMania X-7 in Houston 
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By Scott “Scotty 2 Hotty” Garland 


and will probably miss the one in 2003. 

Yet, it's a great time to be out. | have 
been spending time with my eight-month-old 
daughter Taylor. Babies change so fast in their 
first year that it's nice to be home with her. 
She said her first word—"Dada"—on Father's 
Day of all days. To be able to wake up in the 
morning and see her sleeping in her crib is 
almost worth having another three screws and 
steel plate drilled into my neck just to get some 
more time off to be with her. 

I'm only joking—neck surgery was awful. 
Actually the surgery was easy, it was the first 
five weeks of recovery that was the hard part— 
having to wear a hard, plastic collar 24/7. | had 
it good compared to Lita, though. First of all, 
| only had to wear my collar for five weeks, 
while she had hers on for three months. Second 
of all, | was told two years ago that | was 
going to need the surgery at some point. So 
mentally | was prepared when the time came. 
Lita had the carpet ripped out from under- 
neath her when someone on the set of Dark 
Angel dropped her on her head. Speaking of 
others who have had neck surgery, | saw the 
reaction to D-Generation X when they got back 
together on Raw, and | thought about putting 
together my own group with Lita, Chris Benoit 
and Rhyno. We can be called D-Generated 
Necks, managed by Dr. Lloyd Youngblood. 

My career has been better than | could 
have ever dreamed. When | was a kid, | used 
to say if | could just be like Koko B. Ware or 
Jim Powers, | would be happy. | didn't have to 
be the next Hollywood Hulk Hogan or Ultimate 
Warrior. | just wanted to be in WWE when | 
grew up. | was always told that | was too small 
or that my chances of making it were a million 
to one. Well, | guess they were probably right 
about my chances, but August 19 of this year 
marked 11 years since my first WWE match 
in Rochester, New York, against the Beverly 
Brothers. | had the chance to be part of a 
magical trio, with Grandmaster Sexay (Brian 
Christopher) and Rikishi. | came up with a sig- 
nature move—"The Worm”—by accident that 
probably makes the old-timers cringe every 
time | do it. Is it really any worse than Dusty 
Rhodes' Bionic Elbow from 25 years ago? Isn't 
stuff like “The Worm,” the “People's Elbow," 
Mr. Socko and the Bionic Elbow part of what 





makes our sport fun to watch? If people 
wanted to see full-fledged wrestling, high school 
gyms would be packed and we'd be watching 
Westbrook High vs. Portland High on pay-per- 
view. Don't get me wrong 一 | think you need 
a mixture of seriousness and things like “The 
Worm” to make it all work. | just love being 
able to do what | do. | have so much fun with 
the Scotty 2 Hotty character. | just get to be a 
big kid. | guess that is the same part of me 
that is obsessed with Disney theme parks. 

It's hard for me to imagine my life without 
being a part of WWE. I’ve worked here since | 
was a junior in high school. | know that the day 
will come when I'm not a part of this anymore. 
| promise that | will leave with my head held 
high and know that | did more than anyone 
ever thought some punk kid from the sticks 
in Maine could ever do. | will be thankful for 
what | received while living my dream. | won't 
be one of these guys who leaves and ends up 
badmouthing the company, the owner and 
anyone who still works here. | can tell you from 
experience that if you do your job, keep your 
nose clean and give 100 percent, you will be 
given 100 percent back. | know that there are 
millions of people who would trade jobs with 
me in a second, never mind the thousands of 
independent wrestlers who drive hundreds of 
miles and break their bodies every weekend 
for little money. 

| am probably still a few months away from 
returning to the full-time WWE roster. You can 
bet that | will be in the best shape of my life. 
The doctors tell me that with this steel plate in 
my neck, it will be stronger than before. So for 
the first time in almost three years | shouldn't 
have to worry about if | can wrestle the next 
day or not. | am counting the days until | can do 
"The Worm." 

| would like to say thank you to all who have 
made my dream come true, from my teachers 
who used to let me skip school to go get beat 
up by the likes of Owen Hart and the rest of the 
WWE roster; to every boss who let me take 
days off to do independent shows and get beat 
up by some guy named. Tazz in face paint, fur 
and bare feet; to my family; to each and every 
fan who has chanted "W-O-R-M"; and most of 
all to my wife Terri and daughter Taylor. Thank 
you for letting Daddy go play wrestler. ш 
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